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Possible Corpromise of COMINT Imformation.

l. U.3. Ravy VRL aircraft DUID 128441 flight 124/30 outiound
from U.5. Naval Air Svation, Patuxeat, IBryland, to lLajes, Azores,
crashed belwcen ths hours of 04032 and 1152Z, 31 Cctober 1954.

2, This aireruft vas carrying 227 pounds of officer courior
mail including oleven (I1) packages of COIfIRT weterisl. All
officer courier mutoricl was located in a sealed coupartmeant
in the bolly of the aircraft,.

3. The last report heard from this aircruft was at 1704032
October. Its position at that time was given as 38-00, 69-12W
(above the Atlantic Cecean about 700 miles east of Washington).

4+ Search and rescue operations wore conducted during the
periods 31 Cectoler - 3 ilovember and 6 - 11 liovember. The search,
said to Le the most extensive over conducled Ly tle Kavy, involved
some 200 aircruft and 26 surface veossels and coversd an area of

7 1nillion squerc miles,

5. 1Ilo trece of the wreckage has been found.

6. Accountebility for the COIIINT material aboard this air-
craft hus been lost. Ilowever, basod on tho ubove fucts, il does
rot appoar that there is any reasonsble basis for & presumption
that this matericl could have found its wayr into unauthorized
hands.

7. Il is therefore recormended that the above incldent be
consldsred as involving no compronise Lo the CUILT material
atoard the eircraft.

8, The alove facts ard recommendation are submitted in
accorderce vwith Section V, CIBD #9, dated 4 February 1954.
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