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25 September 1954

¥r. Donald E. Btewnrt
Assistant to Menaging Xditor
Eucyclopaedia Britannice

425 ¥orth Michigan Avenue
Chicago 11, Xllinois

Pear ¥r. Btewvart:

I am in the erdbarrassing position of finding 1t deslradle to
requeit an extension of the deadline for the revision of my article
CODES AND CIPHERS, which, in your letter of 25 August 19%, you
had alresdy extended fyrom 15 Beptember to 15 October.

It 4s true that in your letter you asked if the latter date
wei agrécable to me, and that in ny reply of 30 August I tacitly
sccepted the new date, since I made no commant thereon other than
4o thank you for your thoughtfulness in sxtending the deadline.

i & not know if further time can be given me at allj maybhe
not. Pubt a coupls of weeks would help a great deal and perhaps
some extenuating circumnmnceu for my reguent may be of interest.

First, as you no doubi are wall aware, the writing or revision
of the article cannOt’ ‘be considered officiml business snd therefore
I must confine that ‘mctivity so far as possible to "homework."
Becond, very recently I lost & full week om sccount of the iliness
and death of my mother, whose interment wes in New York. Third,
in undertaking to incluwde in my write-up & revision of the artiale
CRYPTOGRAPHY, which, ax I indicated in my latter of 23 August,
deals largely with the history of tha subjeat, I should alsc have
indicated that there ig no publicly-aveileble detalled or authentic
history of cryptology mnyvhere that I kpow of--it has not been
written, for varicus veasons, Bits and piscea of the history are
%0 be found hoere snd thare, in books or articles in English but of
dubious accuracy; sand since the Britsnnica aimg to be ss accurate
a3 pogiible, consistent with space limitatioos, I oeed s 1itile
more time in order to consult the availsble but scatiered source
meterial in foreign langusges. Fiomlly, I need hardly mention the
fact that my srticle deals with & subject of very great "sensitivity”
and that the temper of the timss, at least since the ysar when it
was first written (1927), has chenged s good desl, especially with
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raspect to the businesp of "security” im connection with matters
sffecting the Netional Defense. In my letter of 23 August I
refurred to the necesglity of submitting zy revision to the appro-
iste authorities for thelr wpproval before it could be sent on

to you, and atated that I did not anticipate any 4ifficuliy on that
goore, Howaver, I think you will agree that the authorities sbould
be given » falr amount of timw for a datailed and caveful scrutiny
of the article, or, as I suspect will turn ocut to be the cage, two
or mord veriions differing in degree of sophistication and timeliness,
o in ihe amount of technical detail they contain, so ag ‘o leave
fone legway for thelr decision in the premises. I had hoped to
heve the mmterial in their bands by 15 September, lsaving thenm
practically a full month for their study and consideration thereof;
it is now almost the lat af October and I have mot yet completed

my teak, although I have really put in long hours st homs svery
svening, full days on Saturdsys and Bundays, and in sddition, have
takan Several days' leave for the job on hand.

Would 1t be saking too much to reguest that you either wire
or t:l&phom me your decision in re 10 ny deaire for further
time

Sincerely,

WILLIAM ¥, FRIEDMAX

Yo wddress snd telephons nusbert
310 Sscond Street, B.E.
Washingtan 3, D. C.

LIncoln 6-8520

Office telephobe rumbers
Liverty 5-6700
Ext. 60493




