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JBJTURE NO. 3 

MAKING THE MOST QlP A CHIPrOLOGIC OPPORTUNITY. 

~-[PART~- \NII'<.o..])uc;r,oc..J 

··:t~--;he Walter Cronkhite Television Stgey Entitled 

";ll; Secret Message that Plunged America into Wart"

one or the episodes ar hia "You Are There'" ~,... 
b~ ~c=c-cl'-1 ~~ 

:presented c:Ner the .. 'J!V network 
f\ 

. ~-

- ----~-

:..J 
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. 
be Uu4 to enon:pt hia JIUnp vu t.ecbJrlcalll ~ eDoUgb to protect its 

" · ~ ~ ~ ~ h ~~·~,~~lre~ ?---·tkt-~nt~~ ~~ f~ 
cq~~W.nt.a. A. .. 4¥- all! r-.uek' to dJ •omathine: elSe in c:ormeqicn lfith his now 

r.,. ... ) 

·~ + ' ~ 
ID. ~ to IJR,Pare a l)rOper 'baclrgrCJI'.Uil tor the 23-...rMeJm 'falegram ot 

'J. 

+picture i1t tl:;\e aituatlon f'rc:a tbe .. cntbreak o'f tlle war, CC1. ~ August ~914, up 

,~ - y\-~.r ~~ :i-"1....-....A-

toAU ,,,. tbt telearu wu MJJt. ~::»*'•" ~~,~nc to .6iptu:L: -~ ... 
' 

} 

V:~HtU Ja,r •tmta .. ~._.,t.t-l~~;Dit I&* d '\!! JiiU• ,_.,1,__,~ tn 195.5._,.. 

- ' ... , 
) 

aea-r<Nte• WG'.fo '\lz'oUa. KaepU,g --·~ ro\rtea O»eJ1 vu 'the!rilt'ore tbe principal 
r .- + " 

' ; 

-2---
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' 
Tbez'e ~)~,.,the Br!tiall GraD4 :rl.Mt an4 her haNl.J' lllUch illferiar pro\agoniat, 

' ;,~ .. ,... .. ~ 

'\lie Cleran ll1&h Sea P'l.eet,NIJ..*ri:o& at each ~ at a 41atanc~, ~~ &lthouah the 

, ... , n t ~ i.. • \ \ 
"-1 r '· :...~ ;....:( ,.. _,. _. 

1 
LS:, (._.. -..... +'"_....,. ' ...., .,..11< .... ~ "' "l f 1 ~-

1 
~ ~). 

- \ '. 

Qe.rM.n hopea ot quiclt victory were &battered wt.en trench warfare in FrallCe 

" ·tt...~ ~~ 
brouaht .. ill'" & -=~ a 4~ellllte,. d fth ....,__ :pe.saina Ill•••* month it became clear 

' ~-~ 
that t.)lere cou.lA be no,.Tictory .qu;.;ll'&if UQJ.esa llritieh overseas trade was cut 

- ~'W'_;. •'lt~ ~~{;!,.~ ~~tf~ \.{~- ~ \~¢--R~ ~ .. 
Oft. ~ti~ a tt!a't 119'._._ /'~~ •• _.--... 111• W.t appeare4 to be a sood 1dO,il/l.(;~ 

(4 ~ ~ ~~qV,.t ~f-·f..a,. _,Y;~" _.· 

'(,tl\.,l·R.~~•ucces~ the~ sms.ll. au'b4l.otUla ~ J.9l!&. ~ tbe way out / 
' ~ · t:;p .t'-~ ·- 6.1-~~fwj-., •. "*-' ~ ~~-- ~;~_::. ~ ~tk~~: /.,_.,.._~,~. 
'Without risldac the_.. lliP sMs t~+.i • ...... la .. =pllit·~r ._to give lUPat / ' 

~ - ~A ~ 
~v 

pe!or-1ty to bui~iDC ~~~s -~ -~~~~~~~-U:tr07 llritiah ~::vo~ 
---

l abipp~ to ~ the Brit1ab I•J.ee. ___ .. .........--.-.- -- - .............. ___,,. ...... - - ___._. _ .... -' 

l< -3-
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. 
~- =~;;..-~ boats. 8Hct vu=-r---of y.ese rules . a-·M•ired by both belligerents 

~ $ ~ 
but :tar" Ger~ this ••c: aa-:-everl.y reduced the destructive power ot ~ 

-~,~~a-~~~~~ -t'M(~"~~'\ 
submarines and f'rom timo to time their commanders/\-were ordered to ignore the~'l\in 

~~#~~;, ~ 
the case at 'the British merchantmen]\ But there were bound to be mistakes and,...the . 

~fu~t~ ~--~~~tiel~ ~~J~~, 
ships at neutrals were/\. sUnk, A .-it brought a wave of resentment a.sainst the German ; 

\"\~ .. ~~ ~!. ~ ~t' ~ UWt... £,. 
Government,44t 'bihftPI!I :1l'tSe acrimonious notes~. to that government, especially fJ\_om-lli!e .;: -

O"''oU\... .I 8aaw. Government, '!'h~Sl~· ~hipff were,.'!.~~ and specious excuses were given tar ~ 
~~ .eb~ ~:~~Jif~~~ WIM"~~~~w of,c.w.~~yf~ 
·~h ainki:ngs. ,.._American antagonism. was heighte~' by ~~ ~i~c~er~ ~:f' pl.~~s1 ~--~: _ - l 

-~~.· , ,. L-.•, ,. 1 • l).t !,.,.._ 'f.i 
uabotage activities at German agents in America.. , .. - \. ·--·~ , ~--- .-..-- ::-'1 

)~~~~) - 6-· 
The power:f'ul German submarine of':f'enaive in 1916)~oon becan to take a dreadful. ! "f 

~ ~~~ T-1 
turn tor the British.~/\ the daily toll at ~- shiX:ping losses ~ so heavy that I~ . 
~~"--~4~ ~~ ~··- ~ . 
unl.eas sc::ae new tide set in -- or unl.esa lt.'bJ!e.-Un:!:tecl·<>&bates -.gf...AJoe;piea -could be - ~ 

k •'l- - - - - - ~~/ f ~ 
drawn into ttAO war on the Allied side -- there coul.d be only one end to::-~ and J' 
tbat end would come soon. l ... 
~~ -f~ r 

-,FobJ.tr.n then vas tvo-:rold• ~S To labor prodigiously to pin """tery C1Vf11" --![ 
the German submarines; but this, it was recognized, vouJ.d be a. slow, a very slow, ~· 

procesat ~try not to irritate ar &ntagonize tbe lhdted States) and corrtainly "'( 

. \.\lVUL.. . .. W0-.-1, v"' ~t. ) 
not to exasperate AmerieBi_ M ~be Germa.na~\liJ,J\'Iilia 1'he hope ~hat' the ~;ter would 

./ ~ .)wA .),; ... _.Q 

-4-

~~_,_---- ., -



7 

·~ere serious doubts being cast in America on the genuineness of 
the instructions to the German Minister in Mexico the authorities here ndght 
reconsider their position, but as Zimmermann has admitted their genuineness 
in the Reichstag this can hardly be the case o 

11 

That is what Hall greatly feared would happen--but his fears turned out 

to be groundless o 
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•ooner ~ later 1 the sooner the better 1 goad bllie ~1eamJ 1nto joining the var 

... • \ f.'/'~ I ... ~ . ; .. . ' .~ -""' ~ .""'\ .. •""""" w .... /l.:&- • 

-.pi'llrt ~.AY· The :British vere tartunate in both reepects. It turned ou.t that ·--.. ... -~~--
~Uv .-.r._ 

thanks to the tremendous exertions ot !riUH. abipbuildere1 scientist~ and sailor!' 

te..i' ~ err-t. . 

mastery over the su'bDBrines was attaine~_)but "- until early 1n 1918. With this 

phase c4 tbe British pl'oblem as I've just stated it, we sball not concern ourselves 

today. It is vith the other phase at it that m::t talk will deal. 

'\a~~ 
Let •a see hov the GerlDill'ls behaved so as to outrage ~:ta4U¥ all Americans 

L··"~ ~~AJ!... L 9L 
' 1) {V '"'~o.~. 

- Fl•esident Wilson~aak Congress to declare war an ~ 
,, 1\. 1\ 

A:,~~ .. ~-~)· 
A..if!uring the f'iratZ'fearsot submarine var:t'are the German Government respected 

~ t~ 1~ .~tj "'1 ~~ Wn..~ • 
the rights ot neutral nations"ll,Ut vben :t'ac~ with the prospect or losing the W8.1." 

~ ~~4~~~ 
~ .. .1" unless all imparts to the British Isles were cut ott 1 .irl(~ a fate:f'ul decision. 

~ ~o..v./· ,£_ -
t4Jt# 1 February 1917, ~ 'IIIROUI~:'~eclo "_. aszet- 1m~b dtr~-,les: '"'-aubllloarinea vould . . 

aJnk at aie;ht. JIJJ. ships met an the hie;b •easj~ ~~r~ 
e.>~!~~ ~ ,_.,~a-~-~ ~::!-~~..~ 

What did President Wilson do an receipt or the Qerma.!). proclama.tiont WhJ', ) ~. 
~ ~~ ().JoQ,,.f) 

"on 3 :re'brUB.l'7j he intarmed Ger!IBD. Ambassador von :Bel-}t8tcxrf'f' that ·••aer-ia-u'f;ke 

·~ c.uili . 
'U.a!i:cd-=liMiates was 1l1r the United States ~/\"~diplomatic relatione 

~ ...... ~ u~ '~ 'VIu ~J~ 
vith GeriiiB.llY· Von Ber~ .. tar:t'f'~vaan't given much ti~ to :pack his belongings and r. " ~ ..J~c~,~ ;~~M. ~,Q. ,._.~;.f-a~ 
a;o hone.A.-tJ. .4 .. ,b-o.,J¥.i~J..-o.t 'J~I-JI~ A.&~ !~. J j"- £.~~\.. • 'A~ L' ArO~~/'MAo-~-~~ 
.~~ ... ~ ~~r -- ~"e-'--- ... 5. 
~ ~GC6A.Q. 
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~ W'o.4 ~ ~~ ~ ~ .. 1--o.-J-o~-~ w-t ~_;.,.; _· :--~J 
~ aew~.f:ta-1&-,llaiH.cpMt ibab tile~- ·•ta:• volll:-d now Jo:J.nA. the war 

».~~ ~-I: ·_y~Ao-rt·~~e..u. ~ .. lo ~.-:(,lA4/ ~ <-- ~ 
ap.inst ~A I'JII :A'Iwric&D position was quite humlliating because it was cl.ear ~ 

~ ~~...&ta.-t, a-~t<;j ; 
that lla "os•lf M1i·g1ve rwrf own JDerchantmen any protection vhatev:,r, tbat i~'t}•IJ.t!l_~ ~ 
~ ~ d I.JO.O ~,, .... vi 'f'-1 fij ~~ i£AAA~ 'oJ,U~ -
couldn'tAvithout soiJ:16 to war) and~ea1dent Wil.son had p:omisedt_to keep ~.co... ., 4--'-

~t"O"Ni~ t.v. ~~~~0~ &tM..-·~ ~~~1 "''~'(,. ¥~d4~1" ~ 
out o£ the war." Hence, a:tter the German declaration o~ unrestricted submarine • 

~~~OWl.~--~J..o~~ 1 
warfare" • ••All&· ~ips,(Mptt ~ithin American barbaz.os;~«~ they- were afraid to t 
~~~~~ J 

leaveA ..a beca~~e helpless vict'!its of submarine taz.opedoes--with large losses in l\ 

--:d~ ~~ ~ ~ ~~ \A4 c;! 
life to be expected. 1\4 I •ve aa.id1 President Wilson vas determined to kee~ ~1-ea. -f( 

~ ~ 
out at wa.x,--Juat ~ the Scanc'linav:lan and certain other countries in Europe were ~ 

... _:-piilg out at 1~~ ~1Ud..~ytd~~ OlleJ h1o own ambe.aaodar- -,, 

;;:J, 1n Landen wrote 1n his diaryl .. )' 

~ l "I pt'edict that the President cannot be made to lif't a finger -tb1 \ ,.., tar war-l.Ultil the Germans should act~ bOI!lberd one or our ports. It's 
~-- o:___~_:c_!__,.~-~:: tbat ~·-him_~ ~1 time~" _, 

On the whole, ~ sympathies were with the Allies but the feelings ot 

" 
a larp German-American population had to be taken into account 1 especial.J.y when 

British h18h-banded a.ct1on, every once in a while., aevereq prejudiced their case. 

s~, ~.a~~~·"' --- -
So the u .. s . ....att1c1aJ .attitu4e ~!:position waa, aa t•ve i.Ddicated1 very-ditf':t~ 

..----------·--
~ writer, cammenti.ng on Preaident·Wilaon•a aOilduct, said that he "was hesitating 

01'1 the brink ot var, reluctant to pl.unge into it, clinging pain:t'ully to the idea 

-6-
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\ 

ot strict neutJ:"a.lity wbieb aeemed to be almost a. ;p!Lt"t at his religion.• 

:But ~"be a 'bit ~ :politics aot mixed up vitb tbe rellgi.on because, as 

eane at you may remember, the Democratic slopn 'far President Wilson's campaign 

tar a aec ODd term vas: "be kept us out of war" • And let's not f'arget the other 

tamous explanation he gave tor keeping out at warJ -his statement that 11there is 

ouch a thi.ag as bei.ag too proud to i':lght I" ~ ~ *'c -1,. ~ ~. 

There was another factor we must keep in mind. Far a large part of the 

United States, especially the Middle &Z1d rar West, the war 1n Europe was 31 SSS 

mil.ea acrose the Atlantict.Jt might aa well. have been on another planet so far as 

Nov, historians may disagree as to !& the United States became a belligerent 
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the Zimmernwmn Telegram of 16 January 1917 was the subJect of a radio broadcast 

~ ·-' 
by the :British 'Broadcastill8 Corporation dkldk as recently as 26 May 1958• I'm 

,r- " ., 

tr)"ing to get a transcript of that broadcast. I mention this to show you that 

~ llWJ.. ~ W"' -~~t:M4 
the~-~ isAquite a_ live a~ee• today--frl'years laterJ 

~-
Now 1et 's have 'Wal.ter Cronkhite 'a;.,_ ;t..,o;t: "tl:MI--Mx:ocllel:·maau 

.. 

' 

-8-



-~ 1 1 a 1 • • ~'•" • 1" ~ I 11 , 

- Cl"<-'-1. ~ ~ 
ca.re:L'ul study by Jiild.,~ sa well as IJ!L',-le~. It is a story replete with 

~ .. 
I!:W l.o\i":",W ~ 

lessons on tbe disastrous consequences of weakness in •c .. pawer", art wl=liA 

}Ia· r n on the opportunities attenda.nt upon ~ strength in "C-power". ~ 
l. 

:i&zl.l<lm' 1: ; ,_! m; i!iid'c! tmlt ;u• illiiM ' a.i i~-• •, a Jfll•• '-: ~las iJ S'i= ; 'iJ' a tCv'ilil 

"i))pnJer accounta c4 ttit"'Z":tiiiiM!r~ 'l'e'J::egz:w ~e ·G;Ji;:t'-et~aJia "'ii 
.. a rll lildd.Fi!l:1:1 ... ~~*-; . . 

~ 
I think it carrect to sa.y that history attributes Y.S~~_j o:. 6 April 1217-._ 

w"'t~ wjt,A !' (f 
into 'WW'!" as a belligerent on the side of' the Allied PCNers. to. the disclasure of 

the contentG at the Zimller.a.\:Dn Telegram. Note that this sta.te:.ent is ~iec\ I 
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', ... - - :..__- '!I .. "'· 

by a date, viz, 6 April 1917. Perhaps that would have come about without the 

~\.. ~ +4mti-~ 
ZimertlW::Ul Telegram.., sooner ar later" "tar one rea'SO!l ar anothe~W. most 

6-c.e..~ 
proba.blyA-ew a xedlo.lil..,J of' Germa.a. ruthlessness in the conduct of submarine warfare. 

But "later" might have been too late, because a.f'ter l! Pawwsr7 -i.g.l.~ ~ 

unrestricted submt•ine warfare started there was'lt·li much time l.eft to help 

~ 
And if' ~too had waited rmtil England had been starved into ab&1'Vab'1orr &Ll6t 

o{c.,....- ~~ ~ ~· capitulation_, it is,_possible that ftnteP:i@~d z'l.ever have entered :l.a'4! .,.. .. 

It \»e_~~ o-~ ~ ...... L ~ ~ ..e..o.J.. 
Ur!', if :1!1& .aa fi.:f'arced to German arrogance, ~might have lMiea left- to 

~a powerful. and Jubil.allt Gcrmauy all al.ooe. Who m .... 1 ! 
~-. u.J'"-"·-~ •1n.J·Li\:<j ~F'W~~J 

The fact is, however, that the Zimmermann ~elegram was~published on 

,..j J...- a..::..'9J'ti!.r~ ,a;. I • t - t ;. • -r r--------- -~ -- ;tt;:a.=- :. ... - ~ 

March ls~and vithi~ a little over ru1e monthA on April 6th,'~ declared war on 

Ac:c.o~~ ~ r"<-\-~ o.9.t ~6 r\o-·.~ UJ.Q.. 
Germa!ly. Jrhere seems to be l.ittle doubt_.41R!il!twe, that hss}\lca e.atered the 

A ~Q.~~~~~~-
war whe!1 Ul'i~Jld because of the Zill!m:!rma.nn Telegram, ctr.::;;ro eball we eay; rather 1 -

~~~~..t£:0 )6.;j--~~ ~~~ ~Ar~~t~~ 
as a consequence, on the one hand, of' Germa.11 obtuseness in a.f'fairs diplom.tic 

" ~w-t. ~v..LJ_~~~~~·i 
and naivete in atfairs cr;r.ptolog1c; and, on 'the other band, • tee ,b.ui~ 

~~~ ,~,~OJ·44."'b~ 
f\»ritieb astuteness in atfaira diplomatic)and~brilliance in affairs cryptologie.())L~ 
~~~~AA..~~~~~ ~fhact" 
k~~, -/t)-· 



z-' .. ~ 
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We sball. not concern ourselves"vith the steps taken by President Wilson 

~~l~J. ~~ 
and Secr~'!'ary Lansing, culminating in the publication by the ~; at the text 

A, • 

at the Zimmermann Telegram. Our attention v11l be concentrate~ the minute 

details at tbe ma.nner in which the message \78.& intercepted and solved. ,:A~ 

. ~"":\ ~- ,~~ p~~~t~""rU:t·~-ic~. 
__....~ ~z6j.nu,; :cead ill&- from Hendrick; ~ -24 .!!manner -.tn.,htch"· ~ -:- • lttc to ~1 :J 

·~·' ~ .. -
Hthe most fateful mesaase sent to America during the war." uv--1JU·vith fo.llovintt 

..... 

,.. ~· w:iM5, -1st col ··~ "'v.• 11In the British Admiralty this Nauen-Sayville 

th<lroughf'are was known as 'the main linetJ it was the most direct. and consequently 

,) 
the one most used tor sending German dispatches to the United States. 

. ~ 
Hendrick cites no authority tar the stateccnt that the Zimmermann was ,.... 

transmitted by radio :trom Nauen to Sayville. There is very good reason to doubt 

A tev hour& arter outbreak at war the British, who've always rea0&£11Zed 

the ila;portance of control of cODIIDDnicat1on channels as vell as sea lanes took 

11!11Ded1ate steps to isolate Germany trom the rest at the World that lay beyond the 

~ 

l+-
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I If 

oceana, b;y cuttina and divert in& to her own service the tvo Oermn cables across 

the Atlantic, leaving only indirect channels at ccm:ununieation vith her a.mbasead<r 
1 . 

EngJ.ish eoi~. This was a very unusual channel tor the Ger:mana because it could ~ 

,.J_ ~~~· J,~ .. 
be used ~ with the knowledge and cooperation of the u-c£~;\~ ~ tC....VI\ 0.:~/4v, 

· n.t.~ 
I ~,.-n'. 
\4) ~volved inaert~~-.f ~ec~et text in ordinar7 news dispatche~ 

. ~ 9.-~ ~ J~~~·~ ~ IAlW.A ~ ~ ...... ] e~ o1t t~NA.Q~ 
,.(~ and waa diael.<>aed .... after the va.r 'by ~tortt himselt~ \ 

Y\,4' " ~ -n~ )b s~ c-~ ~bt-=~~·.·~ ~ . .., 
..MS to the first method., -the use at the radio cbo.nnel was prohibited exeGpt 
~ , ~ 

~ ~ ,;..... i.J.. ... ~ ~ :i~the supervision ~ -'1~. 
under American auperv1sion/excer1sed by American authorities was very detailed~ 

Bendri~k is absolutely' wrong when he aa;ys (p. 25, lst column) " ... how littl.e this 

\ 
\ 

I 
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prohibition interrered vith the Germans is ahown by the use they made at 

the Loas Island station far this, the moat fateful meaaage sent to America 

Govermoont etc. • bottom P· 8 ~ _....,ochureb.a...t.1) a..;... .a. ~f P·? 
~ 

-- lh-

····------.;·~;;~:-~-"'::-::.:~..:...._-_-~-~... "''I"~~~-- - ------·-·•:!.·.-- - --- -.,.,. ... 



could be Wlravelled and read b;y any'b~ not possessing e. copy at the code
~ ~...A. ie..ts-t-

~ -+e.. u- ~ ~ . 
book-certainly not .&.t stupid Enslishmen. Av~ ~, ~ c ::8'" r 
r~-w ~~~ ~~ ~;;,.. ,,~ ,~ t>\) \9, s: 

The Hendrilr. account w~d make it appear as if' t the Zimmerma.ntTelegram 

~ ,-TlQ~ ~~ 
~ receivedf\ special. ~~a.~\\~ to insure its-~l19E" but it is clear trom 

the German recO't"ds alone that the transmission ot important messages by 



----------------.............. 
- ------ -r ' !. 

~J'~-k. ~ -;rqo I ;;G, C?" ~. =- ]-?U· -w ,-W-e .) ·;d"Ut.-m.~«.<u. b,t 
? '1.J Beod tl"""' p !16 ..r-,-~_..il.:JrileD4r1k'o statement "In-

~ capitals German messases were frequently put in SvediBb eiphar ~ ~ .:;h, 
,/ 1f:J ~~a_ f'.\~~,_,,. i. ~V implies that the »ritish read Svedish codes~ too. ~ow:.r~.Vtt~~~'\-o~ 

. ~ J: J . " L~__:_r··~ ~~ IN.f£d--4 ;.(V(A.; ~ hJ fik~1J~t·.':' IW~A11;. 
, ~ ~ l :&eM- ~011---p-..-·-18·11!"' b.coc:tJw!oe.-.--.- ~--- iit: would: "b& euy~~---~ ;..~ 
~ ~~~ . - m-~~~~~ ·--; -q~ 
~ ~,:s -~ .... r :f,,~~ ~"""-....., . 
-~ -~~i .... l,...J ~ ~]it:.~-~..~~-kf tN ~~~~ 11-...::a::").~· 
~ ~ fi-~ ~~}}We come uo:or to the third and most ~ntcrcati.ag ~t the ZimmerDa.un ~ 

·. o · . '/ . ~b),~ ~ .. ~ ,()~ ~ ~o !Ac.~~o~ ~-~ 
'1 j .'~ \ elesram rout:t.nas.-tbc one,., W!ed .vith cooperation ot the State· Depa.rtment • .9-~-
I j .. -~ l~.J9...~r..; ·~-~ J.{ rlfl p~-

- . " ~ "'ta. \.~ 6:1/tf,l. \I ; o\,)1 ~ r:J.,...v..A t 1,(,)4,. 'P"-._,.,jJJ ,\-u ~.1'0:. ._J.,._ J 
'f (. ~ . - c:J -~ J.J._ 1'1. ~ 1).. d.. -~:( 
l_ .;s_- ,._. t.-J..lJ.le.-,-~~WIJ!l)' ''"l''o~ 2.6 -Ben4ll'i • '~ ...... x;,_>e,~ • II.J.~ r~,~-.ll-!-\-/..;_1,"" . - . ' .,-L.. .... ' ( o-J' 0 ~._,.. l . +~ j : ' ~~ t.N-JJ.'l-4·rJ "1-b~ 

.I.' ....,__ I lr"" 

j_ ~ - l-t . fj:fagilit1e&-'Wft8 .a.. ~&:tl1er. a~ --""ter-r:=.--.. -11,- 12 :bJ:oc.hUl':e--al.l-tihe-·.,e.ae to·-

\1 ,., ••• ~- ~ • A : State Depu-tme.o.t was indeed earef'ul placing its communication 

..____~ ··~ :r:C~li\iea at the dis~al of the Germans. n-"1,. ~ .... ~a ,..,;- a....JJ... ~ ~ ~.-:::. 
------:--__,., I r:z -' . . I: ~ ~ -=~----~---~- ~U'I)·~ ~ltv'~ 

~fxom p.--:14·-brochure - one para, onl.:y;; "2.A. v~A... no... P· IL/ 

\ - \l6"-
• ,, I 

' ' 

............. ______________ __ 
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c'"~ fY'Z, ~ 
We come nCN' to a study or the cocle~e4 tor the Z1Jlll!lermann Telesram. 

~~ ~..Q...-u~'·-~ ~ ~ ~~ c~,~r~ 
~ (irst, ~.! its passage f'rom Berlin to Washinaton": ~re can be no "- • 

~~~~ . ~.,.. ~~ . ~~-~-lA.' !l.o--

questiO!l that the message" 1t bare the No. 158) was the one which 

1\1\1\Q~·~ w--o.o 
been appended to :Berlin-Wo.sh1ngtOJ.l~o. 15~ and which ~ :Jaaea sent via 

State Department ehannela. AIJ I 1ve already IJ&id, tbe British Goveramnt 

the British and American Governments dealing vith the ZimmerJIBnn Telegram 

as related in the Rendrik account-and mar:'e es;eeci&J.:!,Y. now 1 the account 

~A""~~ ~~~t:-W._.i~ ~'- ' _ ··--.~ .... _ 'f\ - -- ".) .. 
eon'ta.1'led 1n/{.. 9Bl:y il&ee ,em-ro--ago _.a close 

-- - W(. CCt.4.A.. ftAJl.-~~".a 
aa.EI-8Q.3.a.l:&.JII.Rdl-¥l~r'lm!le·.--e-olleegt'tt!t'"'ttt ·*baf!'Mt-<Baa~s- -is- -"the-< book,_ ·!I!!: 
~~~~~~r·~~~-~-

e· ~-

~- -. 
• 

»ut Admiral James vas careful. Even though, as he says, he had no 

ftore 
acc~ss to unreleased otticial papers and therql~~, it vasn•t 

"../ 
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necessary tor him to obtain official awoval ror publishing hie book, be 

~ ~ 'Ao.twd ~ a:.. 
did submit it for some sort of blessing, if not approval, ~sf:a r!er1o-.o 

.. ~ \·_ .. r- let~!"·~ ·, -- ~ ;_ h~~ .. 
..,-(dated 1~ DecemberA :f'rom our tmf" J'D'!pq-Sen:Nz Liaison Of':f'icer ~KQ ~ .. 
wRo sc...A... ', •. 
«:Jeqpq at'helfe. 

lmw tile de1icate and interest!.na; technical. points about the Zimmermann 1 
-:,..~- 1M~~~~~,.,.;-;~~ 

Telegram vhichr-rema.ined obscure or 1n dou~until he published his book. 
,__..'_j &R.L I 

~~~ ~-\)·: -
And l:-t:Sf\0.. can 'be ~t. his cl..m"U'1cat1on, ... unintentional., I'm sure" of 

ather du'biou.<s points about the history and operation.Sot Room. 4fl.~ "0-..t ~ 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ AA ~ .,1.~-~"Uo-'" ~ wt~ 

1! wE &'ball lla¥41 to coafJP.e .QUJ:&el.vaa to tbs...:v-.u14iab'le tac:ta •about , 
1 ~·'-4N 
the, cry:ptolos;y ~ the Zimmermann Telegram. 

Let's begin by quoting from .Adm1raJ. James' account. (James, p. 136 --

.- ;~ L-~~~- : 1 _ ___.,. 
vf''~n earl,':f in the Nev Year (read p. 136 and 1.37 to point indicated a.OO camnent 

\ ./ - . . . _; 

'·. :f~~IZ..-
ds sn.ge . ( le;e 1de:~t.IJ.l)t;.-..4eacn be --neproyj :--- --

~N'r-~ ofo'\L z .. : ... ~--..... \~ d-~ 
vll ~~;_J::k'-- ThCre are reo.3ons to bel.ieve that the version/\1Jhst •e -t!tne just seen 
A 

c~ tram the J:lr4-td•h -®7 et "the State Depa.rtmeL1t Jr!E!saage containing Berlin•s 

---~- -........... ----------------~---
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& 
llos. 157 and 158 to Wash:togton...-but I donft think it would ~ bean polite 

•t lolJc:2t'l:i::e::"C!Il' even now to ;ua•-om 1.utimate ....-that the British were also 

bee.1 made that by February 19 Ball had in his bandG an o.l.:most _per:f'ect trans-

~ ~~~ . 
cript;•and James then gives the text ot the Z:hmnermann Tel.esram as published"'""' "+lt,. 
\ ' . " --~~ ~-~e.c-



REF ID:A63374 

.-
' . 

·-

... 

'""" J- ... • ~· ::-. 
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But James ia throwing a little dust in our eyes. The version of the 

-
\~ 

But by this time Ball bad information that the German-Americans in 

.~) . 
tbe U~~e extreme~y active in their endeavors to stay the President's 



--~--~~~------------~--=-------~---~ 
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We saidJ 
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A~ iao) 
Oa t:be 4tQH.-Baa4.1 Jame~ aives us much Jlllat'e apeci:fic and val.ua.ble 

\ ,.... 

ini"armation on this :point;,d4-"JJ;h~-~- (Jo.-8(),rr· tl\-~o) 
Ii :d...._ f:t>:J'-<t·?o '):... ~ .Pic:. 

Rid JelleD -ll•-- 9 'to 'liop p. 71. -!Jl} Jtpi""ll (1915) some'1m1Dg-...-"'¥"'-. 

w.M.. ~~~--<oM.~~ '-.-~-h.~~~~~ 
~-1MIE to peepuue tar~ i;s'J;.k/ lR:::fluf e eb!l'd::fts 011\ 

9:;: j w.,..q waOt; _ ~-a-~. 
wotd:lt -tave-~ ~rma.n Code 13114~~~ rtt:f s!:::tdes, etc. It •s 

an 1nterest1ne; document .. ~--~~ cb~e ~~...an~~~ .... 

:But to set bo.ck to the Zimmermann Telegram itsel1' again, you will recall. 

that I said it was publiehe4 1n all the important newspapers ot the world 

~ ~-~o-~ ~ ~~~ ~ :.-....~~) A-~J..""C) A 

on March lat 1 1917. A A:f'ter acrimonious debate a resolution vas pt.saed by 

the Consress tbat the President be asked to atate the source at the intorma.-

• 
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~H l!! •- -.been reaJ.17 siBl:'t be voul.d ha"" 4eaounced the 

~~ teJ.esram ...... raraer;r~t.raud, ~ pL'cduct ot British duplioit;r- ohi-;r--

~~ even 1t ~to smoke the Bt-1tish out and mke them ;e:ove the authenticity ot 

the telesram by dieclosins exactly how the message and the information contained 

~ ~""' -
in it ..... obtained . ...----::::- _ ·-h , 1 · . •· J. , ------ __ ,-- cr;:~e-~~~1' .\-.))( ~~~a-p~.c.!i~i·r~·t ~.· 

rrhat is vbat Ball greatly teared voul.d happen--but his f'ears turned out 1\-
"'~ W>\'J ... -. ~ ~ - & \ r ''""-4 • .l . ·_J;)__ •. ·~·- '-! ... !I J,.V.... . \ .,.. ' ,...._."~ ,, . 

to be groundless. ~·waa. ~ dumb, ·too "1!1l~~Ot> inepi;,..;.a-.mreoon .. .,. 
"I\ 

Nov go back to F-M brochure, p. 17 to end at 2d para. 


