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MD10RA!lDUM FORt DIRECTOR, IATIOllAL SECURITY AGEt~CY 

SUBJECTs Converters, M209 

1 6 DEC 1953 

1~ Reference is made to telephone conversation between Colonel Davis. 
NSA, and Lt. Colonel long, OACors, G-21 Department or the .A.rmy, 14 December 
19531 pertaining to requests by Foreign Governments to purchase or procure 
converters, M209, from the Department ot the J.rrtry. 

2. A aummary of' the various requests, by countries, is listed below 
8.8 f'olloWSI 

a. Ph~llpp!nes. 'B7 letter to Department or the .Arm.y, dated 
4 April 1951, JUSJl~, Philippin~s, recommended that a total ot 229 con­
verters, M2091 be supplied to the Philippines. At that time, the 
Philippine Armed ForcE's had o~ hand 3&1 converters, M209 1 which were 
cryptographic brickbone of the communications qatems between the Armed 
Forces General Headquarters and the units in the field, including BCTs and/or 
battalion headquarter•• The use of converters, M209, and the eecurit;r or 
the qstem was exact]J' the aame a• prescribed b7 the U.S. Training in the 
uae or converters, M209 1 fts oonduated at the Philippine Signal Corps 
Schools b7 instructors vho had previously been trained at the u.s. A:rlrr¥ 
Signal School. On l2 June 1951, approval was given by the Department or 
the~. with the concurrence or AFSA, to release a total or 2'9 converters, 
M209, t() the Philippines via MDAF channels. 

b. Uruguay. BJ a letter, dqted 6 October 19521 to Chief or 
Foreign Liaison, OACots, G-2 1 General Guillermo Murdcok, Uruguayan Milit817 
Attache, Vashington, stated that the Urugu~yan Government was interested 
in purchasing .36 converters, M209. On 14 October 1952, Urugua;yan Military 
Attache, iilshingt.on, vaa informed that the item or equipment was not 
available for sale. 

o. india. B;r letter, dated 16 March 1951, to the Foreign Liaison 
Officer, OACofS, G-21 Brigadier r.c. Banerji, Indian Militar;r Attache, 
Washi.Dgton, stated that India was interested in the procurement of converters, 
MOdels 209, 209& and 209b and that India was endeavoring to procure these 
1 tems from COJ!lJ!'lEtrc1al source•. Hovever, in order to insure that correct 
equipnent was procured and in accordance 'With specified requirements, he 
J:"eque8ted two copies of 'l'M 11-380, along w1 th related drawiz:~gs and speci­
fication•. By letter, dated 17 April 1951, OACotS, G-2, augges1:ed that 

eclassified and a roved for release b ursuant to E .0. 1352 
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the I:rdian request. be handled on a Oovermnental level stating that thie 
request mould be au'bdtted to the Off'ice, Internal Seourit7 Atf'airs, 
DeparU:leDt of' State, in accordance vith establiehecl Mutual Deren&e Jid 
erangema.te,. 

Ill. fJ::ans:JJ. On 23 s.ptacber 1952, JUAG Fra~ce, requested an 
addition or .t.SO M209 converters, MDA Program tor Fraree. MAAO France 'WU 
further informed that Prance had on hand 11 850 converters, M209. Department 
~ the Anq, on 2 .April 1953, reco.--&eeneed diMpproval to the releasing ot 
M209a to France because of the f'oll.owlng reasonaa (1) tuture quantities 
or M209a would not pend t large issue of this equipment to roreien nations 
aDd atill retain an adequate eu;.pl7 tor our own forces in event of 
.,bilizations; (2) 110 adYantage vaa aeen 1n training foreiaD co::.munic-;tiona 
peraonnel in the use or M2Co9 1t apare parta and equ1)1!'1e1lt could not be 
ude ava.Uable because the tools, diea ud fixtures uaed in the manuf'acture 
of this equipment had been deatrc.7ed; and (3) to release such wuld 

/require a exception to axiating national die closure pol1ey. 

Ou 22 September 1953, the freneh in Indochina requested tm -----......._, 
ad41t.ion or )50 converters, M209, tor the F! 1951., Indochina MDA Mater1e1 \ 
Progr• tor uae ill apandi:ng .Aseoaiated !'orcas communications net 'WOrks. 'This\ 
request vaa not considered favorab]¥ b7 the Department or t.be ~ becauee 1.. 
the rele&se or auch equipnent ld.ght ~eopardise current negotiations being , : 
conducted between lfSA and Hr. Bagel1D in Swaden. " 

- •• rwtuc!l· B7 letter, dated 2) .rune 1953, Chiet, Jrrq Sec~ 
__ ---HAAG, ?ortucal requested cleerance for a supp]J' or modified converters, 

M2Q9b. The Chief ot ~ Section M&AQ stated that fortugal requested a 
aupp].J" or converter•• M2C9b, to be used v1th t.heir forces destined tor 
aall!g:Dment to S.lCEUB. The basis tor this request vaa in accordance with 
SHArE Sisnal DirectiTe Ho. 4, Rav1e1on 1. In accordance v1th this 
Directive, the M209b la the onl.7 device which lllll7 be used by Portuguese 
'OD!.ta operating wit. in the allied command tor handling SECRET trattic. On 
9_ December 1953, the Chiet or MUG was inforacd. b,y Department or the Arrq 
that the moditied COilverter, M209b. vaa Jiot a u.s. item or issue, pointing 
out the aodll'ication referred to vu de'ftloped b;; the French Government 
ad that thia ia a version vhich has been approved tor th1I d level JIA.TO 
Wle, aDd that the rele~e or such wa prohlbited b7 Jfational Disclosures 
Policy implemented b.J Parqraph 7a(5) DA-Dafi. 

r. 'l"JEW• By' letter, dated 16 Auauet 1950, Chief or TUSAG, 
Turke7, requested procureJDc:mt or M2C.9 converters for the Tuddsh Anrrr md 
it the supply of such equipaent vas denied, it was requested Department 
ot the Arrrrr initiate action to obtain the equipment !ron co:rmtercial 
eources available, particulau-ly in Svecen. Eighty thousand eeven hundred 
IUld fif't7 dollars had beeD budgeted and approved in the F! 19501 MD~ 
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Procraa ror 1'urb7 to inati tuta procurecent of 11209a troe. er;y eource 
a..ailable. .Actions f'rOil:l 5 September 1950 t.hrough 8 Fe'brual7 1951, re­
e.tf'1rmed this request tor M209 aonvertere fo1· the Turkish Artny and the 
t!eo181on vu f'inal)J' made that 1n lieu of M2C9 converters, ASA and .AFSA 
~d produce ar.d provide strip cipher deYicos ror low-level use in the 
Turkish Am,-. Action was taken v1 th SD-MIC to obtain the release of 
•trip cipher deYices, CSf· &S, to Turkq. 1he class1ticat1on or the strip 
Qsta vae SEC~. The M209 vaa mt made available to Turke;y tor the 
follo1d.nf: reuonsa (l) lird.ted •urpl.7 available, poat-var destruction ot 
toola, dies and tixt.urea, preclud1ug the aanuf'aotura of' this equiplent 
~ on an ecommcal baa18J and (2) the method or operation 1a u.s. and 
the comercial equip!ent (Sveeen) 1a not ao secure aa the u.s. •ethod. 
TOSAG, '1\lrkey, by letter, dated 22 Mq 19531 reque!:ted 600 converters, 
1«209, tor the Turki8h AriQ'. The Dei:artment or the &riq disapproved 'the 
:relea• or M209, aot.m~rtera to Turkq based on the f'aot. it 'WOUld require 
u e:zr:eption to DA-Datl, 8Dd that to iesue the quantit," requested would 
deplete the r eaerYea requiTed tor u.s. J.rw:r and no t~pSre parta vera 
available aJ'Jd thflt llllf't1c1ent equ1J7IIlent to C1:0J:pletel7 replace M209 
equ1JIIlent would not be available for BJ:·prorlmllte~ 6 months. 

•• H.t.in Alle}'1cp uae gt M2Q9. '87 letter, dated 26 Januncy 1951, 
b-an u.s. J.J.-Jq CAP.IB, OACots, G-2, vas informed thAt convertera, M2C9, are 
1n the possession or the Covern::ents of Argentina, Colombia a!ld Peru, and 
that converters were obtained b7 Ecuador in J~ 1947 aJld Yenosuela 1n 
December 19.(8. Some c4 the Hiaaion Chief's in t.be latin JaerioAn countries, 
particularl,y 1n Peru, have pven instruction in the operatione or the M209 
eouvertera. !17 letter, dated 17 Febl"'US1'"7 1953, to CG, u.s. Am71 CARIB, 
O&Cots, 0-2, reaffirmed policy that iDstrlJcti-,n b7 KAAOs on M209s to 
taretp nationals wre prohiblted • 

.tu.li THE AS5.11.iiANT ca:tEf' OE 5IAFF, G-7 
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1lfOMAS M. LARNER 
Colonel, GS 
Chief, Policy and 
Coorr1i'1:'1-· •: 0ffice, G-2 
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