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OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT E,. ‘:E..IN lI'EL.I..lGENCE
* WASHI l TON 25, D.C.

TP

16 DEC 1953
MENORAKDUM FORs DIRECTOR, NATIONAL SECURITY AGENCY
SUBJECTs Converters, M209

1. Reference is made to Lelephone conversation between Colonel Davis,
KSA, and Lt. Colonel long, OACofS, G-2, Department of the Army, 1/ December
1953, pertaining to requests by Foreign Governments to purchase or procure
converters, M209, from the Department of the Army.

2, A summary of the various requests, by countries, 1s listed below
ag follovss

a., Fhilippines. By letter to Derartment of the Army, dated
4 April 1951, JUSMAG, Philippines, recormended that a total of 229 con-
verters, M209, be supplied to the Philippines. At that time, the
Philippine Armed Forces had on hand 369 converters, M209, which wére
eryptographic backbone of the communications systems between the Armed
Forces General Headquarters and the units in the field, including BCTs and/or
battalion headquarters. The use of converters, M209, lnd the security of
the aystem was éxactly the same as preseribed by the U.S. Training in the
use of converters, M209, was conducted at the Fhilippine Signal Corps
Bchools by instructors who had previously been trained at the U.S., Army
Bignal School, On 12 June 1951, approval was given by the Department of
the Army, with the conowrrence of AFSA, to release a total of 2'9 converters,
M209, to the Philippines via MDAP channels,

b. Uruguay. By a letter, d-ted 6 October 1952, to Chief of
Foreign Iiaison, OACofS, G-2, Gemeral (ulllermo Murdcok, Uruguayan Military
Attache, Washington, stated that the Urugusyan Government was interested
in purchasing 36 eonverters, M209. On 14 Ostober 1952, Uruguayan Military
Attache, Washington, was informed that the item of equipment was not
available for sale,

o, Jndia. By letter, dated 16 March 1951, to the Foreign lLiaison
Officer, OACofS, G-2, Brigadier ¥,C. Banerji, Indian Military Attache,
Weashington, stated that India was interested in the procurement of converters,
Models 209, 209a and 209b and that India was endeavoring to procure these
items from commercial sources. However, in order to insure that correct
equipment was procured and in sccordance with specified requirements, he
requested two coples of TM 11-380, along with related drawings and speci-
Tications. By letter, dated 17 April 1951, OACofS, G-2, suggested that
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the Indian request bte handled on a Uovermnmental level stating that this
request should be sulmitted to the Uffice, Internal Security Affairs,
Department of 8tate, in accordance with established Mutual Defense Ald
arravgenents,

d, France. On 23 Septenber 1952, MAAG France, requested an
addition of 450 M209 econverters, MDA Program for Frarce, MAAG France was
further informed that France had on hand 1,850 converters, M209. Department
of the Army, on 2 April 1953, recomrenced disapproval to the releasing of
¥209s to France because of the following reasons: (1) future quantities
of M209s would not permit large issue of this equipment to foreign nations
and stil] retain an adequate supply for our own forces in event of
mobilizations; (2) no sdvantege was meen in training foreign cormunic-tions
persormel ir the use of M9 4f spare parts and equipment could noi be
male available because the tools, dies and fixtures used in the manufacture
of this equipment had been destrcyed; and (3) to release such would

| ~require an exception to existing national diselosure policy.

On 22 Septenber 1953, the French in Indcchina requested a.n-/\
sddition of 35C converters, M209, for the FY 1954, Indochina MDA Materiel \
Progran for use in expanding Assoclated Forces commurications networks. This
request was not considersd favorably by the Department of the Army because |

the release of such equipment might jeopardisge current negotiations being « -
gonducted between NSA and Mr. Hagelin in Sweden. >

~ e. Portugal. By letter, dated 23 June 1953, Chief, Army Secu.c/n

l .. “MAAG, Fortugal requested clesrance for a supply of modified converters,
M209b, The Chief of Army Section MAAG stated that Fortugal requested a
supply of converters, M2C9b, to be used with their forces desiined for
aseignrant to SACEUR, The basis for this request was in accordance with
SBAFE Signal Directive Ro. 4, Revision 1. In accordance with this
Directive, the M209b is the only device which may be used by Fortuguese
units operating wit. in the allied command for handling SECAET traffie, On
9 December 1953, the Chief of MAAG was informed by Department of the Arxy
that the modified converter, M209b, was not e& U.S. item of lasue, pointing
out ihe modification referred to was developed by the French Qovernment
apd that this is a version which has been approved for thiid level NATO
use, =nd that the relezse of such was prohibited by Kational Disclosures

\ Policy implemented by Paragraph 7a(5) DA-DOMI.

f. Qurkey. By letter, dated 16 Auguet 1950, Chief of TUSAG,
Turkey, requested procurement of M2(9 converters for the Turkish Army and
1f the supply of such equipment was denled, it was requestsd Department
of the Army inltiaie action to obtain the equipment fron commrercisl
sources available, particularly in Swelen. Eighty thousand seven hundred
and fifty dollars had been budgeted and approved in the FY 195C, MDAP
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Progran for Turkey to instituts procurement of M209s from any source
svailable. Actions from 5 Septenber 1950 through 8 February 1951, re-
affirmed this request for M209 converters for the Turkish Army and the
decision was finally made that in lieu of M2(Y converters, ASA and AFSA
would produce and provide sirip cipher devices for low-level use in the
Turkish Arny. Action was taken with SD-MIC to cbtain the release of
strip cipher devices, C3& 845, to Turkey. The classification of the strip
system was SECRET, The M209 was not made available to Turkey for the
followving reasons: (1) limited su;yply available, post-war destruclion of
toolas, dies mnd fixtures, precluding the manufasture of this egquipment
only on an econopical basis; and (2) the method of operation is U.S. and
the cormercial equipment (Sweden) is not so secure as the U,S. method,
TUSAG, Turkey, by lettar, dated 22 May 1953, requested 600 converters,
¥209, for the Turkish Aramy. The Departwent of the Army disapproved the
releass of M209, converters to Turkey based on the fact it wounld require
an exception to DA-DCMI, and that to iesue the gquantity requested would
deplete the r eserves required for U.S. Arxy and no spare parts were
available and that sufficient equipment to ecmpletely replacs M209
equipment would not be available for approximately & months.

g+ latin Aweriger Uge of M20Q. By letter, dated 26 Janusry 1951,
from U.S. Army CAPIB, OACofS, G-2, was informed that converters, M2(9, sre
in the possession of the Govermcents of Argentina, Colombia and Peru, and
that converters were obtained by Bcuader in July 1947 and Venesuela in
Decenber 1948. Some of the Mission Chiefs in the latin American countries,
particularly in Peru, have given instruction in the operations of the M209
% , eonverters, By letter, dated 17 Februaxy 1953, to €G, U,8. Army, CARIB, )

OACofS, G-2, reaffirmed policy that imsiruetion by MAAGE on M209s to
foreign nationals were prohitited.

tOH THE ASSWTIANI CHIEE OF SIAXF, G-7

&GHED

THOMAS M. LARNER
Colonel, GS

Chief, Policy and
Cogrdina-"+7 (ffice, G-2




