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TOP SECRET

T Janvery 1955

RO RECRET
MEMORANDUM FCR COLOWEL IANSING, CHIRY, KSA PERTAGON LIATSON GROUP

SUBJECT: State Department Proposed Publication of Unclassified Documgntary
Nistory of World Ver II Conferences.

1. e galley proofs furnished in connedtion with the subject contain

. 91x/ and 13 July 19%5 [Ho. 91y/. (The galley proof of a third sessege

. hes nothing to 4o vith the mbdject and was prodadly included in-
Asve ly. However, thare are other messages vhich do partain 4o the enm
subject as 40 Nos. Pix and ¥, but are apparently not to be inciuvded in the
forthcoming pblioation, for reasons difficult to discern. Is it possible
4hat they are on galley sheets not sent us?)

o It is trus that the texts of the two Japanese messages (Mos. 9lx
Bt y) are in the public dosain, baving deen piblished in the documents of
the Intarpational Military Tribumal for the Yar Bast and refarved to in
detuil in the Forrestal Diaries. In this connection, Inclosure ) will be
o interest. There is aise ot record s redio broadcast dy Ne. Irev Fearson
on 23 March 1947, a copy of vhose remarks on the subject satter of thess
miiages is attached as Incloswe 2. These xremarks, as well as those in the
Forrestal Diaries, and ths proposed footnote to No. 9lx, make it perfectly
¢lser that U.5. authoritiss at the Fotedan Conference knew of the approach
mds by the Japansss Foreign Nintfater to the Russians via Ssto, the Japanese
sabsasaldor in Moscov, and that they waited in wain to see if the Russians
say anything about the spproach that wms mide to them.

3. The fuct that the messages are in the piblic domein is quite
cbviocus. BRevertheless, vasther the State Departoent should inciude the
taxts of the massages in the forthoondng publicaticn because of this fact
is not slone & sdcurity or technical question. It also involves questions
of policy. Por example, I 4o not bdelisve that the Rmscutive Branch of the
Sovermment hus #ver acknovledged in print that Japaness msssages wers
and during VWorld War 1II, although, of course,
boards snd conmittess which igvestigated the attuck on Pemrl

issusd reports vhioch alsy are novw in the pblic dommin and vhich
fncivde the texts of hundreds of intercepted and solved messages establish-
ing conclusively thmt the U.B. engaged in exyptavalytic activities., It is
St only possible tut indeed quite probable that COMINT policy would prwfer
Y0 slininate from the proposed State Department publication all offiaial
wvelations of U.8. succesa in the eryptamlytic field. For instancs, to

ﬁmwmm-rc and degiphered Japanese metseges of 12 Mly 19hs
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guote From UBCID Directive Bo. 15, approved 25 December 195hy

"ul. MeIcY

It is essentinl that all referwnce to the axistence of any
CORINT sctivity, either direct or indirect, he avoided except smong
thope to vhom the knowledga 1a nacessary for the proper performince
of their duties.”

&, In your origiral teletype mote it wes also stated that the Lorth-
caming State Department publication “would include article descriding the
¥.8. success in intercepting and decoding Japunese traffic before and
&ipg the war.” It is your understandipg that this part of the project
has been &ro Wt 1t would be wmll to confirm 4t, for 10 this is still
baing contenplated the text of such an article should by all msans be
sbnitted to the appropriate suthorities for clsarance.

5, Yor reasons such as the foregoing this matter should, in ny
epinion, be brought before USCIB for determination and I suggeat that this
e the answr given to JIG, vho oun teks i1t up with the appropriste
wfficiale 1n the Office of the Searetary of Defense. Buch sction would
| mn;omnt with ra. ITX, 3 of the Directive referred to sbove, which
is as follows:

*3. Rblic Utterances

Maxiom fensible aduinistrative astion will be taken ta
sequire that all piblic utterances which may sontain informmtion
ghoat COMINT are submitted, for reviev and sdvice, to the cognizant
HCID member prior o such utterance. In the event that such
informtion already publicly revenlsd is ineluded in a docunent
#baitted by a private source For reviev, an attempt by persuasion
fhould be made to either slimisate such information or expruss it
in such general terms as to condenl, %o the maxiwm degree possible,
spacifio sssociations with COMINT activities.”

WILLYAM F. FRYEIMAN ./
fipecial Ansistant

In:l/:t 2
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December 8, 195k

Dear Mr. Friedman:

I quote below the text of a memorandum relating to your
inguiry of December 2, with respect to a forthcoming publica-
tion on the wartime conferences. The source of the information
is Mr. G. Bernard Noble, Chief of the Historical Division,
Department of State:

‘“ "1. The text of the messages (there were three, I
believe) is included in the volumes on the Potsdam Con-
ference. y

"2. The text is quoted from the published proceedings
of the Tokyo War Crimes Trials, so the material is in print
already.

"3, There is a footnote which states that the text of
these messages was 'known to' US officials on July 13.

", There is a further footnote reference to the
published Forrestal Diaries in which the process of obtain-
ing the material is clearly ldentified.

"5. The text further quotes Secretary Stimson writing
that he received from the Pentagon an ‘'interesting message’
on July 16.

"6. The phrasing of the footnote mentioned in 3 above
is as agreed with the Pentagon to replace a more explicit
statement on the galley-proofs submitted to Defense."

Sincerély yours,

W. PARK ARMSTRONG, Jr.

Mr. William F. Friedman
Special Assistant
National Security A _ency
Washington %
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£3 Maxch 2947
v PEARBON (ABC) PREDICTION NO. 5, The Yalta Agrsement:

The State Department will soon make public the vartime secreat
sgresments and here 1a my prediction regarding cne importent secret
affecting the peace of the world. The Yalts Agreement, I predtet,
will shov that Frenklin Roosevelt urged Btalin to entex the Japanese
Har Just as soon ms Germeny surrendered. In ordar to geot such a
pomise from Stalin, Roosevalt and Churchill finally gave Russia
the following territoryt The Kurile Islands, all of Outer Mongolia,
and tvo vitsl seaports in Menchuris, Deairen, and Port Acrtbur.

Respita this guarantee that Russia would enter the Japerese uar,

I predict that history will show that Btalin came to the Potsdan
Conference with a Japanase peace proposal in hia pocket but he 414

not disclomse this jJoyful mows to Churchill and Truman. Actually, they
wv he bad o Japenese offer because we had been decoding Japen's secret
aibles und so Trusan and Churchill waited several days for Stalin to
mke known the Japsness proposel. Xowsver, vhen Btelin seid nothing
Txuman and Churchill regretfully concluded that Russia 414 not wvant

the Japanese var to end and I predict that history will show this

wis vhy Truman and Churchill finelly decided to drop the stom domd.

23 Mex/7 p.m.

CO=2V

Inclosure 2
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