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HOMME, Jan (Bans) 
Cpl 
DVK 183 (Germe Liall!lQD II;} 
with Italian 1l ROSA Div) 

• 28591 
24 Nov 44-
M W'f~57 
CSDIC (lla.in) CMF, 5 Dec 44 

-. --?, 

'Bin'ESCHI, Aldo 
Pte 

CSDIC(KAIN)/r 19 • 

HQ COY, 1 BN, 3 REGT LITTORIO DIV 

87137 A 
9 Nov 1.14 (captured 22 Nov ltlt-) 
)( 44/1961 
CSDIC (l&dn) CMF, 5 Dec 44-

Subject at Rell2~: WT and Ci11ber 1ft Italian M ROSA fU1d LIT'l'ORIO Divisions. 

1. PRW.mLE 

' 

HOMME: born 1D thD siumTENLAND, and of CZech nationality. He bas served 
in the German .Army since Jan 391 ba:vi.2lg been ocmaaz-1pted, be claims, because of his WT 
tng with the Czechoslovak JJ:ar:/• l'ran about Feb t.J., to Aug .ltl+ be was instructor at a 
Camp in MU.ENSmGEN (Wuerttemberg) wbare the Italian 1DfrE ROSA Div was being trained. 
He helped1 to train Italian WT operetors and cipher clerks and al.SQ ac-ted as inter­
preter. When the Div moved to ITALY, in Jul 44, be was posted to an HQ which was 
oal.led 183 German Liaison RQ (DEOmBES VERB~ KOltDWlOO) BDd 'Yihiob was a oombiDed 
liaison-cu:o-advicory unit to the Italian forces, operating down to Coy or Sgn HQ level. 
Pff' s knowledge of WT and Cipbar 'DBtters is complete, but it dat"esJ~aok to Aug 411-, siDoe 
when be has acted as interpreter. He is apt t.o contradict h:f.mseJ.r, and his intoma-
tion should be taken with SOlDO reaerve. Reliability: Fair 

BEDEeCm: · a Italian f't'Oin F AENZA wm was in a Jli)t 1.& Bh at the t imo ot the 
Italian Armis'Roo I ~ :found his wrq bome fraa IJUBIJ.ANA, along with a column of fellow 
soldiers and, after going into biding, was imprisoned and later forced to join the 
LIT.TORIO Div (in Mar lrlf.), wbioh was then bei~ remnstituted, an,d sent to GERliANI :for 
tng. He trained at SElfiLA.GER, lit" Il!:rr-J!MOLD {Westphol.ia) ana llUENSINGEN and came to 
rrALY o.t ~nd Oo:t '44. ~ On 9 Nov 44 be de ~rted from his RQ, tak:t.ng a.long 
with hiiD a folder contaim.ng the b.ox-sguare o:l.phers i8811ed fer Nov lt4 (4. x 2 boxes) 
and schBdules ot oall-signs and trequeiieie s :f'or tho montb.. These latter be handed 
over to a "capo•• of a "Brigatta Go.r:l.baJ.diJlaft who was known by the aover-name of "OLIO", 
o.t a place oalled BAN ~BASmHQ,. 15-20 km frca ~ He was then passed on from 
,'~brigatta" to "brigatta11 tUl he managed to cross the lines. He bas little infoma-
tion to give~ ReliabUity: Fair 

2. WT AND CIPHER mAlNil& ClP r.rALI.AN TROOPS IN Q1!iJlldANY 

Acoord:Lng to both PW tng of Italian operators and cipher clerks is given by 
Gel1Dfln inst.ruators, assisted by interpreters, wb:> ore expeoted ·to translnto and often 
adapt German examples to the Ito.lian lc.nguaga ( spellingt etc.). 

Equipment is standardJ usually "b"• "4" o.nd "g" sets ~ used. WT oper-
ators fltte all taught bow to emipber and decipbltr messages by using the box-equare 
type of cipher (~SSEL)t usually in the :form of' TR,UPPENSCHLUESSEL, 
rarely NACHRICfm:NSCH[,tlESSEL. 

Italians -are not taught how to select co.ll-signs.,- FrOm evidence a.vaUable 
so for, the Garmon Liaison Of"fioers control all. secret siga matters. BOliME wa.s sbawn 
:1n Jul./Aug ltJf. an order whioh stated that the RABrmBCHLUESSEL is :f'or German uni.ts OJJ].y, 
and thixt it is NOT to be mentionBd to mn--Germo.n troops, who will continue to use the 
bcz-aquare type of' oiphor, RT was to be usea, in action, for slm-t to.otioal. comns 
~. . 

Fer dotaUs of' sigs data to.ught to aDd cva.ilable to the Italians, as well 
as mattors controlled by the German pera:umel 1n the Ita.lilm units, see Appendix· "A", 
dratte d by 'BIJ!I!I.m. 

3 I EQU]l'M§NT 

(a) 23 Reaoe Bn, M ROSA Div 

lllMME came to ITALY with this unit in Jul. 44, before being posted to 183 
German Liaison BQ 1n Aug 44-. The unit bat\: 

HQ: '2 - "b" sets ~tronsaitting 2()()()..5000, rooeiriq 2ooo...6670 k:os) 
1 Sqn: 2 - 11 g" sets tronsm:l.tting and receiving 250Q-3500 kos) 
2 Sl:ln: 2 - "g" aets ., n " rr • rr ) 
3 s,n• eouipped with Field T~lephonos (FF-9 7 3),.. 
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(b) 1 Bn, 3 Regt LITTOMO Div (BEJJBfDII • 9 lfov ltlf.) 

2 - "d11 sets (one a.1i Bn ~ and one at Bn Cmdrfs disposal tor all.o-tamt 
to Co;y which required it; ., sli in aot:ton) • 

6 - 11b 11 sets (used by the Ital.ioi1S ab:lsf'l7 as RT set and therefore onl,y 
• c fPOd for comns at ranges of max 1. 5-2 laDs). Distributed 

D.1lln'lg Coy s. 

4. OODE-:tfAISS 

' BOw.l!l stated that before be lett the X ROSA Div tba Gem.IIL perm•l 
bad tbougb:t; of c1rawing up a list of "cocle-names" md expressions ~T.AIUtTAFEL AUS9RlECKE") 
1rl ItaltazJ. but this hiJ.d not been dom at aa,e of aesert1cm (2Jt. Nov 14). 

' 
51 PERStlf.ALITlES 

' ' (a} )( ROSA Divis~n (mid Nov ltJt.) 
r. 

Note: Some of the cletaUs ahojU.d be takan with :reaarve. -
Gen PICID 

..... ::: & • 

Oapt ( Co.v) .AI.iBlmi.'I 

Sonderfuahrer RQECXERr, 
.Aloia 

Cpl. mmr.ER 
L/CpJ. JCOlmJS, Josef 

2/Lt RAIM'ANN, Kurt 

Cpl KIBCH 

L/Cpl lfA.llRER 

I 

' 
Head of 183 Gel'IDD.n Liaison BQ with ll RdSA 
Div. BOlda Knight's Cross. 

' 
LO to 1 AiiPm Regt 

Interpreter to 'cal Dftnm:R. Spoua fluent 
English, French and Itlil'lan. Reported to 
have been izJ._the "Diplcma.tia Sel'rioe" tmd to 

• ~ li'!L":. five.l'!_~B in IDHDO!'.._ ~ ~bree in 
PA!U.D. 

LO to Reooa Bn (at HQ) 

Interpreter at Reoae Bn 112~ Doctor r4 phU,.. 
oaop'b7; ]):)minioo.n D)S wbo was tONed to 
.1om the kl:'riJT. 
LO with 1 Sqra., Reece Bn 

Interpreter wi t'tr 1 Sqn, Reooe l!ln. Doator at 
pbUoiiOPlv'' 

On liaison ataf't with 1 Sqn, Redoe BD 

" II n II u II 1'1 

LO with 2 Sqn, Reoce Bn 

On 11aiaon staff with .2 Sqn, Reoce Bn 

In 2 Sqn, Reoaa Bn • 

w.o. RAININGER, XGrl LO with 3 Sqn, Reece BD. 

L/Cpl SCBLAGBAUER,Gustav ·On lia.iaon stntf with 3 Sqn, Reooe Bn 

Cpl HE:mm 1 Franz Dtte.rpreter with 3 Sqn,. Reece BD 

Cpl. EISENKDPF H II It 1'1 H 

Lim BOP..AX 

• 

110 1 XElUf 

S1gs Otf'iQOr at Div lll 

In l)S.v s.i-Bfil Bn, . Signed mor:J.y all or&lr•• 
eta. , tbougb BORAK was said to be 1/c. 

In Div Sigs Bn. AD A.unrian with a J.oathUg 
for ltoltana. 

110 (Waahmister).ROEEDI With Div. A Bo.varilm regular. 
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(b) LITmRIO Di\f' (beg Nov ~) 

CSDIC (MAIN), 
Clll', 
8 Dao 19lt4. 

Capt 01lAR 

w.o. RADIB ) 
w. o. P.REm or PRAIS ) 

- 3 .. 

LO at 3 Regt Bq 

mP BB9Hif.! 

OSDIC(DD)/r 12. 

German instructors witb: 3 Regt during t!liJ in 
GBRMARY and came to r.r .. \LY as ai~a perao:anel 
with same Regt, 

SiiJ& sjt in Siga Pl, Hfl Coy, 1 Bn, 3 Regt • 

. A.G.B. 

, 
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CSDIC(Jb\IN)/I 19. 

1'1' AND emma PROOE:J)(JIB 1If D.ALIAX REPUBLICAN FOBCES 

(of Para 2 of att report) 

!his .. \pp is a tranal.aticm ':f a dratt ~arecl by PVf IIDDB1 8llcl aon­
taina mtea on pzooed\a'e taught' to Italian sigs perBOnJIBl of the ll 
:ROSA. D:lv whUe training at :r.mDSINGEN. SidaliDtd paraqraphs indioate 
c1ato:Us of prooadure wbioh ware NOT cliaoloaod to the Italians. 

.. 
A. Iplf.BWSmNBCtlLl:IESSEL Bpl1mUlJE 

1, ErJoiphozjzle; 

Example: 

A B -
I B Q I lt p D --s f;.;.k· !r If ,,r--1 -I 
I )( u L ' G B ' 

I)( 

lx z vly wfx 
~--+--+--t--+-t _, l 0 R F t c. 0 ! ' E ! C _,'-_-A.._...._ _ _..~( -~t _ ___! 

Jf8 saase (FUNKSPRUCH) 

JlaOht rubig verlauten • pfeobtsstaerke 73 mann • JDUilitioll 
Dioht geto.en • hqer m&JQI' , 

1 2 3 4. 5 6 7 8 g 1 0 11 12 I '13 .,., 15 16 17 18 I fg 20 21 

n a q t r u b i g v e r 1 & u t o n~ y y g 

e t e q t • s t a e r k e x s 1 o b e n cl 

r a i x m a n n y y m u n 1 t 1 o n x b a 

g e r • • • a 1 1 o r y y n 1 q t g e k o 

'II • 

e '11 

Notes: a.~ Full .-top • n'J OOIIID& = BB, ' ' 
b ob and ok • q, 'but NOT 1n pl'Opel" names, 
o Azv letter can be used as a. 11du4" (BiiBNlBR), except x, 7 or • 
a !'eXt to 'be enoipbered must DBvor be written on the same tOz;a lpage) 

as 't;ba final,. e:aa1pbcl'ecl1 text (BCHLUESSEz.....TEXT). 

lblaipbered text (SOHLUESSEL-TEXT) 

i) 

'.ro e:aaiRher: to.ke the tirat pair of letters - unaer figure 1 -
1 

lex& far letter "n" in aq'UAZ'fl 111-.11 and for letter 11e'' in &qlBl'& 11B11 

uul ta.ke the oPJx,aites, wbiob tom o. roctBD.~ with "n" and 11& 11
1 

tbo.t is letter 111 n in squoro "B" ond lettsr "o" iD aq,uare .. A1', 

If' the aleazo letters ( pa1rs) aro on tho SDIIII line, toke letters 
:bmeaiately on the right, e.g, "e" "e" 111 "b" "o". 

I 

If' the measa.;e (attar o.CidiDg lettors tor '('\D'lOtuation IIIDrks) bas an 
W111W0Jl maibor of letters, a "iiWl" letter (BL'ENtBR) 'is aaaea... 

\ 

) 
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Si~g~aturas ~ the 'llltssa~e are plued B01'118t1mes at the begirm:ln~J, on 
other occasions in the m:ldalo of the text, eta., :NO.r olwa.vs at tba 
e22d of text. When s:lpUing :names (o:t parsons and plaaes) in the 
text, 1naert lottars nzlt it the JJ81Des ora mt wall Jmown. Compl:loated 
:names of persons aJJd localit:S.as are repao.ted :ln tba text, e.g. 
••••• text x.~ x name x text, ••• , 

Vowels ore written inside bozes :l.n a ditferent oolour from that in 
wbiob consonants are written, in order to have IJl"eatar ea.ae :lrl 'llandliDg, 

If abbrev:lB.tions are iJJCludsd in tbc clear text, then tbly are en­
oipbBred in the SliDe mo.nnazo as they 111'8 d:lcta.ted, thus: 

"sotort eine AVI aohloke:n." • n sofort aim x gr:'OBI!I anton I X lll'OBB 
'riktD.Z' :x: 'JZ'OSB ida I x sqiqen" 

:li) Double er;;~r:lns (Ht£ImiCH!rBNSCHL{!§§9 : Orders wh:loh are mt 
eDJouted ed:Liteq and reports wb are not ur'!9nt are enoiphered 
tw:loe, Jhubla enaipherinl! is usuall;r resorted to, Taking tl)e 8&1118 

exmtlple as above 1 

1 2 3 ••••• ! 

n a q • • • • • , ne- = io == ~ td = qq :::11 to., oto. 
e f • • • • e I e 

2. :Q!_oiph~ 

When daoipher1n1J use the 'two sqUD.ros in rayersa order. . In ord&l' to 
fac:U:l.tat.e e:lpher work the squares are drawn as :tollalrs1 

1 
"A'' 

2 
''B" 

and the enciphering work :ls done on box-sqU&Ns 1 and 2 ("A" a.nd "B'1) whe:reas the 
d8oiphor:ln1J 'WOrk is dono on box-squares 2 o.nd 3 ("B" and "A"). 

Whcm clBoipher:lng P'V' a.tto:ntion to t'be fact that po.:lrs of lettors 
(clear) must be written one 'lllldBr the other aDd that th1s must be. dono in 1Jr0ups 
sf 2, pairs. 

B. HEERSSRm'ZEICiH§N±AF!H (.Araly oa.J.l-sip tabla) 

German units DNSt oaloulafie the pDJJG wh1oh they bave been allotted GDd 
wbioh a.ppl:lea to that iJq1 whereas foreign UDits, e.g. Itol:lon formations, ore ;1ven 
the 2'111Dber of the po.ga wh:loh bas beon oal.culatod tor them, 

Ever,y 110nth, the .Lio.ison Offioer (Ge1"1D11J1) a.t the HQ ot an Italian unit 
rcoe:lfta from the Sigs Offioer a.t Div a list of IDJIDbers ("Z.un.EN") whioh are typad 
on o. sohedule 11 QZid whiab ore used as "bas:lo bumbers" ("GRUNDZAliLEN") tor loold.D.g up 
oo.lJ.o..signa f'or the units to which be is attached, {In tho oase of the K ROSA Div, 
this sobedule is issued by Lt Dr .\PPUN and WO XERNl. ... both from the Sigs Bn of tba 
D1v) a.sr. Ruf'z.Gz'Undz.fuBr ''DORA" 21 • a 

- Rufz,Grlmdz,f'uer 11GUSTA.V" 11t4 - 148 

On ailotblr list are indica.tad, b7 1110nth D.JJd dJq ot the year ( 11X.'\IBNIER-­
KAESSIG''), the pages of the A%"1Q' oall•signs trlble (mm:RESRUFZEICHE:NTAFEL) on whl.ob 
the oall-signs far n\lllbers 21-26. and 14Jt,-148 must be soulht • 

---, 
1 ltd5 
2 5&1 
3 DIIO ,. suq 
5 okr 
6 ••• 
7. , ... 
• 
• 

- 58 - (pa.ge of BEERESROI!'ZEICHENT.APEL) -l ---1 

I 
I 

-----r-- ~-~--

~· 
N.B. 

I 

J 

~ 
I 

l 
I 

t I 
Source tbougbt; there wanf 
4 oolllll!ls and a.b-:ut 180 I 
ooll-si~JUS ~ eaoh PD.r!8, , 
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The AriV oall-signs table (BEERESRUFZEICHENTJ.FEL) is a book of' about 
150 pages, with ~d covers, and is kept to~JE~tber with tbe Searet Doo111ents b,y the 
German Liaison Otfioer o:t the HQ of a Bn, RejJt, eta. 

i'bis book is used by the eDt:Lre German .AnV .. 

c. 

EW• s note: smne also tor other l.Ulits • 
. 

A tn dqs before the begirmin6 of each month, the Garman Lio.is:>:n 
Officer at urlit KJ reoeiws~ togethor with the oa.ll-sign n1m1bers (''RUFZEICBENGRUKD­
ZABLEN"), also the frequaDDy mlllbers ("WELLENGRUNDZAHLEN11 ), tor the ft sets which 
are in the unit. 

The Liaison Ottioer-lmeps asJilg h1S Secret Doc1111Bnts the FrequeDCy" 
Index ( '1WEiiLENVERZEicmtiS11

) for each 'Q'pe of set • 
E•!• "b" set 1 2100 

2 3.500 
3 .r,soo 
lt- 4800 
5 2600 
6 3100 
7 4900 
8 2400 
9 2500 

10 • 
11 
12 
13 
14 

• 
• 

33 

• 
lt200 
3700 

A.ssume the FrequeD:JY numbers ( '1m.IEN'GRtJNDZABiml") tor "b" aet are 8-12 
f'or the current manth. The f'J'eque:noy appliaable'is then caloW.ated with the aid of 
the following: 

1 ) !l.'he da7 of the mnth,. say .2 Dao 
2) The frequency :numbers (~RONDZABiiEN") 

12, i,e. five frequencies). 
3) ~ba :f"requeJ107 index ( 11m.LENVER2BICHNIS't) • 

ExamJ4e: for the .5th da.v' of tbe month: 

5 + 8 = 13 
5 + 9. 14 
5+10a1,5 
5 + 11 = 1-6 
5 + 12 = 17 

The f!,'eque:aaie s tor the 5th of Dec are therefore 42001 3700, etQ. 
This is arrived at b,y, a.ddpJg the figure of the a...y ot the month (5) to the trequenc,y -
number ("WILLENGRIJNDZAHL")r the result giving the maber (figure) 1n the trequenoy 
index ("m.LEIVERZBICH!([S") against wh1oh the frequanqy tor the "b" set can be rea.a:, 

In the Reooe Bn the freql.\OD:Jy index ( "WEilBNVERZEICtJNIS") issued oon­
taillod 33 :f'requeno1es, listod from 1 to 33,. It tba figure obtained b,y addition of 
tho as;, of' the month to the fttequaiJCy' number exceeded the total m11ber ot :f'l'equanoios 
listed (33 in this case), thon the number ,gf treqUBJ1Cl.8S listed was deducted trom the 
former S\ID ( dq + trequenay number) and tho resulting figure was used f'or reading ott I 
trequonaiaa in tba f'reqm:noy in&a: ('1WELLlnWERZEICBNIS'1). 

l§!!!Pla.: f~ tba 28th day of' the month1 
I 

28 + 8 = 36 36 - 33 = 3 
28 + 9 = 37 37 - 33 = 4 
28 + 1 0 = 38 38 .. 33 = 5 
28 + 11 = 39 39 - 33 ~ 6 
28 + 12 = 40 !e-0 - 33 = 7 

This system is used by the entint Ge.rman WEHRMACBT .. 

48"00 
ltBOO 
2600 
3100 
~900 
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