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34 Decenber 1954

Mr. Btuart Hedden
Merryall
Hew Milford, Connecticut

Deasr Btuarts

When you were in Washington some time back you told us that Msbel
and you had once spent s very nice holiday at some small place in or
near Charlottesville, Virginia. Do you recall the name?l

Elizabeth and I ave planning to spend a few days of gulet aud
rest during the Christoms holiday and will try the place you viaited,
if you remenber the name or how to get there. Ve need a xrest--finally
and at long last, ithe manuscript of our book is £inished!

I enclose with much immodesty a copy of a letier X received quite
recently. This was wholly unexpected, far despite the request of the
Pritannica that I limit the revision to 5,000 words, I went to over
8,500. Hence I fully expected them to fire the menuscript back to me
with instructions to cut it down to size. Not only wes there not even
& murnur as to size, dut alec thay ssut a check very prompily and
followed 1t up with the letter of which I send you & copy. Flease
return it. Dolng the Aritemnica revision cost me considerable effort
axd diverted me from the wark on the book--dut now I can see the wisdom
of dolng the job am I dld. And dan't neglect 0 remind yourself that
the ma8. had to receive the full clesrence treatuent Ly the authorities
defore I could suhmit it to the Britannica. Getiing it written so that
it could be clsared--and still bhave it remaln as iInteresting and useful
as the Britannice lstter lmpliea--that seems to have been a good trick.
¥eybe I don't have to be too modest about the letter!

Otherwise things are in good shape, too. Very xecently I sold
practically all of vhat we owned in the way of stocks.-I thought I'd
et out vhile I had fair or better then good profits. Meybe I made
nwmtlhn'tmmunuhtwmnbmtmtwm
in the market.

With our very besi wishes for s Merry Christmes and s Happy New Year,
asxd love to Mabel.

8incerely,

WILLIAM ¥, PRIEIMAN
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