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MfW!ftKL Q I A, t I ~Fr(J; rf"f'J 16/ 
Dr, K.J. l'elJ.71 Preaident 
.Bell Telephone La.boratoriea, Inc. 
463 West street 
In York, Rn York 

Dear Jlr. le]lJrt 

One of the Govemment'a most important aourcea or information 

torm1ng the baed.B tor the producticn ot bigh-lenl intelligence ot 

aU aorta 1a the Armed Forcoa Securi't7 AgeDey' (AFSA), whcae present 

Dl.rector :I.e Rear Adtn!ral .l&rl E. Stone, USH. 

A ver:1 lillll&ll group ot caretu:l.:cy' •lected consultants ia nmr be1n,g 

orgardzed under the auaplcee or the baearch and Developnmt Boarcl to 

assist AFSA from time to time, tor short. peiode ariJ¥1 1n ita attempts to 

•olYe certain cc:aplex probl111111 ot a most. important end urge.n:t. character. 

As ot 1 Mq 19511 the ca~~pos.ttion ot the group, aalled the :Jpecial. 

Ceyptologlc Mrleorr Group {SCAG), is •• indicated in the Enclosure. 

Both Admiral stone aDd I are convinced that SCAG would be great:~¥ 

atrengt.hened b7 the mamberahip ot Dr. C.!. Shannon, ot JOur Laboratories, 

because or hie out.tan.ding kncmledge 8lld abili t.T in t.• JU.thematios ot 

ccxmr.unications, and the probabil1t7 thllt he could make valuable contri­

butions to the .tud_T ot the dU'ticult problema to be considered ~ 

8CAG. nr. R.I. Potter,. who ie also a member ot SCAG, and who will be 

or aaaistance 1n comecticm with certain engineering upsct11 or thelle 

probltm'.s1 can eupply' add1tional1ntormat1on reprding SCAO. 

Anything you em do to make or. Shannon•• participation on SCAG 

possible would :aot mib' be greatq awreciated but \rould also be die­

tinctJ¥ 1D the Raticnal int.erest, aince the matters to be cona1dered 

bJ the group are of the highest impoltanca 1n Wational Defense. 
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.NAMES AND AD:tltESSES or SCAG JlliL"4PJ!RS AS or 1 MAY 1951 

Dr. Jobn YCil Jleumam 
Institute tor Advanced studies 
Pzoinceton, llew .Jeretq 

Dr. Stewart. s. Cairns 
Chd.l'lr.an, Department ot kathematica 
Un1verldt7 ot Dl.!noie 
Urbana, DHnola 

.ato. Charles B. Tompk:1D8 
staughton Hall 
Geo:r&e Waahington Uninr8itT 
Waahington, .o.c. 

rr. Howard '1'. Jbg.trom 
Vice Pree1dent 
Alglneering Reeearch Aaeociatea 
5C11 J.8t.h Straat, South 
lr11n&ton, V1rg1nia 

Dr. R.K. Potter 
Bell 'r•lephone Laboratories 
463 West street 
hw York, Hew York 

Mr. Joaeph 1. Deach 
National Cash Regl.ater ~ 
D.,ton, Ohio 
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