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To the uninitisted it may eppear that the daily 1;:- of the pro-
fessional code expert is one succaession of thrilling episodes and nturt'nng
exposess Little is heard of the days, weeks, even months of tedious, pat.i._ent
laber that he expends on a single oase = often fruitless in its results. Jor
to boast of an ability to wnrevel any oryptogram whatsoever mhy at onos be
taken as an indication that the one having the hardihood to meke such a boast
has a grest deal yet to learn of the subjeote It is true that Edgar Allan Foe
declared, without any reservations whatsoever, that "humen ﬁrgonuity oarmot
oconooct a cipher whioh mmman ingemuity cannot resolve”; but if a ocareful ine
vestigation of Poo's quslifications and ability es a eipher expert be nads, ’
and if an ingquiry into the record of his sohieovements in solving really oomplex
oryptograms be undertaken, it will be found that helther by setual experience
nor by virtue of & wide, theoretiosl knowledge of the subject was Pos really
warranted in maiing the declaration in the form he did. Indeed, to the une
biased student of the subjest it will soon appear thet in cryptography, as in
the other soientific subjeots upon whioch he wrote so glibly, Poe somewhat over-
estimated the amount, acourasy, and velue of the information he possessed. But
lest I seem to aot the part of a oarping oritic, let me hasten to add that ocome
pared with the amount of information on oryptography possessed by the great
majority of intelligent people during his time, or even today, Poe's knowledge
of the subjesct is worthy of neotice, if not surprise.

One unfemilier with the tedious and exhausting laber that is the lot

of the cryptographer con have no sdequate ides of the pert that patience and a
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determination 4o succeed play in the solution of eolph: oryptogranss Jore
; tunthly, m, not a1l eryptograms are extremely dﬂ‘noult. and many ore
moodl.ngly -znph, even in cases where ocnpnuhd systens of oryph(uphy
might de expeasted to be mmodo An mug experiensce, not without Ats
thrill, may illustraté such a cazes _ '

On a pu.i'ttoult‘rly dark and disms} morning not mo long ago, while in
the nidst of mmm involved hl"mt ‘of anslysis that unaxpectedly seens
od to offer hope, the telephdne renge

*Tnspecter Ge-- oalling, sir"s
'r.n un I'11 ead) Hin bgok m an mm, 1 don't want
to :I.nn the thresd of Wise", 1 directeds ,
, '_ _ 'hrdon, sir. but the Mpm says n’- Yory urgont,
end be's sending m'bdn B r:l.ght down”s { _
.' a1l righte Maybe I'11 be finished with ﬂllll oaloulation
by the tine he errives”..

In abﬁ'a mnninutea there was a knooke Captain Bee and mug-
tive K~ entered. They m in  state of great excitemente The clpgin
spoke. rapidlye ’ ' |

| 'm'- thﬂ layout. For acue time put we've been on . -
tmworsmcrmumlnmuhumnnconwnn-bm-
Liquer, dope, aliens, ‘'n n bas the sliekest outfit we've n‘n run into, ad
the most dangerouss They un's #top at snything - tut we've mr had the
goods on tome ntwnntunﬂ- Two days ago one of ocur men who was shadow-
1ngawunnlxod|¢'ithtlam-mmdnp & letter intonnnubou-

L‘

- Post. office tarsed it over %6 him on his toquut,. Be semt it on lpooial de=
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livery and it just arrived. Here it is, and it's eddressed to the ring
loaders ue're sure it has valusble informatien, but nebedy down at heade
quarters oan mske head or tail out of it because it's in oodes The ine
spector says it's now up to yeu to make good on your reputation, sn' he's
gettin' ready to olose in on 'en right sway, because he's sure this code'll
give him the right lead, Weo noed speed an' lots of it".

I reached for the peper. A quiok glance 40ld me thet the olpher =
for that's what it was, and not 2 code message (there's a lot of difference) =
was of a simple wariety.

"well, I think I oen resd it. OCowe bask in half an hour",
I said. "But before you go, lot ue have the names of the most important mem-
bers of the gang”. N

As soon a8 the two men from hsadgmarters had relustantly taken thelr
depsrture T set to work, snd in ten mimutes had fipureatively ripped a wide
gesh into the thing. It was but ten nhmtu_ more work to complete ite

Presently, thers ocame & knooks Only twenty-two or throe minutes
had elapsads 7The headquarters men were apparently beyond thempelves in ex-
oitement end expectanays Simltaneously they shet their qwa}lm.

"Got 1tt"

"Yes, hare you are"., And I sat back and wetghed the blenk
look of amasement spread over their feoes sas they read the solutioms Sorry 1
can only give you the start of it but this s how it ran: "Doar men of mine.
I am so rlad 0 heer from you. Yowr letter ceme and nmade me vent to sneak up
to the north room and rest in your srms for a momentesss I recall the first

time when I went out in the bosts It was all so delightfule I roesll the
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daring end intrigue with a thrill that is slmost es much .»ee” and so on at
some length. 1Iruly interesting as & doowment of ecmotion, but as to plans,
obnspirecios, doin, liquer, or smuggling = not a single word!l

*Is this 8117 TWhy, there must be o mistake", Captain Bee
insisted.

“lot here, Captain, I mssure yow. This isn't ons of those
Shakospeare=Baocon ciphers. You'll et the same answer I get if you want to
oleck its Here's the olpher alphabete And I've alreedy exsmined it to see
1f vhere's e message hidden inside this one « a oipher within a cipher.
Nothing like that, I'm positive. It momns just what it seys, Captain, and
I'm afraid you're o the wrong trail®.

"ign, what a letedowni”™ he oried. “Shuoks, let's deat it,
"n step the inspector from doing scmething foolish = an' dangerouss Thanks,
old mans Hope the next one won't be such & false alarm ss this".

| Befreshed, I returned to my problem = and began for the mine hundred

snd ninetysninth time to saleulete the probebility of PNA(V being the aipher
oquivelent of EWEMY. |
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