
REF ID:A66345 

~o the unlDi \i.e. ted it •7 appear t.hat the claily Uh ot tbe pro­

teaaloaal oode apert 11 ont auooaaaion .r thrilling eplaodes and at.artllD& 
• 

8XpOB81• Lltt.le is b8ard ot tbe days, weelca, nen months of tedloua, patient 

labOI" 't.bat be apeDda on a al~~&la oue • often trultleaa in it.a reault.a. Jor 

to bout of an ability to \111Z'anl uy oeyptocram whatso8VU' mky at cmo.e be 

taken u an lnclication t.hat the one having the bardihoocl to _. auoh a bout. 

bN a great deal yet \0 learn of the eubjeot. It :l.s true t.bat ldgU' .Allan Foe 

declared, without an)' reHrntlona wbat.aoner, that •mman f.D&enuu.,. oaaot. 

oonooot a oipher wbioh human :J.ngenul t:~ cannot. reaoln" J but. if a oantul ln­

veetiga tion of Poe' • qualltioat.t.on• and ablli t7 u a olpber uper\ 'be .-. 

and U' an inquiry into the reoord of his aohiewMDu in aolrin~ reall,- 0011fl8a 

oryptograma be un4ertabn, it w:l.ll be :totand that hal tber by aotual aaperlenoe 

nor by virtue of a wide, t.hH:retloal knowledge ot the aubjeot waa Poe reallJ 

warranted in making t.ua uolaratlon in the form be did. Indeed, to the un• 

biased a't.udent ot the aubjeot. 1 t will aoon appear that in cryptograpbJ, as in 

't.ba other aoS.enUtio subjeota upon wbloh he wrote eo gUbq, Poe ao-.bat ov•r-, 

eatU.ted the amount, aoauner, aDd value of the lntormat.lon be poaeeaaed. But 

leat I een to aot tlle pal"t ot a oarpiD~: critic, let ::ue haaten to add that on­

pared wi t.h t.be 1110\lnt ot lntora tlon on orJPt,op"apby poea•aaed 'b7 the great 

ma.jority ot lDtelUgent people 4urb,g hla U•, ·or even t.oc!aJ. Poe's knowleqe 

o.f the subjeet :1.1 wort,hJ o£ aot.loe, it DOt avprl•• 

One 'llfttemiliar -.lib tbe te4101ll and exhausting labw .that is tha lot 

ot the orJPt.o15rapbel" can haft no aclequ.te idea of the part that ps.tienee aD4 a 
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awnalnatien w auooee4 plaJ in tbe 101.Uoa of OOIIIP,la oryptograa. rer-
. . 

· · ~ .t.U&W1r, be••*, ..,., ell eeypt.DgrUIB an e&t.remelJ 4lfftoult, and -~ on 

eaoe~nglf ~ilrplei eft~& in ouea where MaPlioat.ed ayateu of or~ 

might be expeew4 to be 8DOMII1WN4• An' ._.bg exper..._, D;O\ 'ri taiNt 1 t. 

thr1111 rrta,J illuati'&'W ROb, a ouee . 
.. t •• • 

On a fU"tLNlU'l, dal'k and dl~l 1101"Biug not. ao lODe -ao. while 1111 

t.bt midll't. ot &D.. a\81adet . .:.. ~lftd blt. 'tt. aaal.Jill tbat. ........ 1)' ....... 

•• \o ott• hope, tb8 t.-1~ rea&• 

•taa~ a..- oa1l1~, .s.r• • 
•tte~l lila I':ll ...U-.~ ~ ll& a boUIP1 I .-•.-tt wat 

to l.Me t._be 1.br'M4 ot ttile• 41 • 1 clireoted. · · . · ·.· 

· .. · •~4oa, air, bat tJ.·~ ..,e s.\•~ nrJ urge~t.. 
. ~ . . 

uu1 •'• 1enc~S.D& ~~~ B- ri~t. .,.• •. . { . . 
. •All,ript. *'7..,. 1~11 be t1Dt•W with \Ills oaloalaU• ·: 

"' the tS. - uri,.. .. ' 
la a'btlll\· ts.'ftMa llla1&t.ea 'tlwre was a lmook. captat.n S.:.. u4 n.t.o-

Uve ,_ entrend• 1'-J .,. 111 a. •tate ot iNa\ exaltemnt.. ihe C&ptala · 
T 

'· 

tbe ~ of a piiC at'·~"'n&l awgl.era wrld.Jii 0D ~ ._.. ~· . 
. ' . 

u.,...., 40,., ali.,. -~a ·~- ~· !he a11tka\ oavs.t. w'w ,.__ na tnt.o# • 

tM _.\ ~·· . .., ·.;__._,.atop at ~ • but •'~ ~ bad t.be 

aoocla oa •... ,t,t ~ aatf.l lift• 'i'wo da,a ap OM ot our - who was ah&d.cnr• 
. . . . 

lDI a 1IOJDB alxe4 .., with the .... ~aw bM' drop &_ letter into_~ Mil b•• 

Po~t. otft.oe ~ 1 't. OJ&~ \e hill on hla requ8at,. I'll a.-: tot. _;,apeoial de• 
~ 
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ll'fti'J' and it juat u-11.Ye4. Here it 11, and 1t.1a e.ddr•aae4 to \h8 riDS 

leader. '·• 're aure it. &A Yaluable inf'oratl•a, but DOboq dowa at. t.U.• 

quarter• oan make head or tall out or it. beoauee it'• in ood.e. tbe s.n­
apector eaya it 1 s now up t.o JOU to ~ goo4 on 10Ql" repatat:Lon, an • be's 

ge\Un' ready to oloae ln on 'em r:Le;ht awa7, beoaUM be 1a IUI"e this code 1ll 

r;i'" hi:a the right lead., \te DHd apeecl an' lota ot :1 t •. 

I reao~ tor \M paper. A quiok glanoe told me that. t.M o:l.pher • 

tor the.:t1e what it Ya.a, and not. a ooclll •s•ac• (there's a lot. ot ditmeoe) • 

waa or a aimple .... 1&\J• 

•r~ell, 1 t.hlnk I an rad it. Come baok in halt an bou.r•, 

I ea:l.d. •aut 1Mttore you go, let • b&Ye tbe .aamee ot t.Jae IIO&t llrportaDt Jl'l8IDI­

bere ot the gaac•· 
Aa aooa aa tba two •n fr• bNAlqaart.era lad. rel'IMS\tlnt.ly t.aaa t.helr 

depe.rtve 1 aet t.o wort. ud in ten ~~ tiM t1pu-atift1J rippe4 a 'dele 

pah into the thing. It wu but wn lllnute1 more work to oa.plete lt. 

Pn•atly, tbere .- a Jmoalc. oaly twJl'\)'-t.wo or t.brce mimat..ee 

ha4 elapsed. the hea4quartera •n wn appareDt.lJ beyond t..._..l"t'eB in a­

o1W.nt and apeatl.nqe llmltulloul' th87 shot thelr q~. 

11Got 1t.1 11 

"Tea, hllre you are" • ADd. 1 aat back aad -'Ibid the blank 

look ot amaae .. t. apread owr t.heSZ taoes aa tlwJ rea4 U. aolutloa. Sorry I 

can only ciw p tbe atart of' 1t btat thle 11 how it ruu "Doar .net sins. 

1 am so clad V. Mar trOll JOU• Your letter ...- and r.~&de 118 \"181lt, i.o sneak up 

to the north roa and reat iD JOUI' aruas tor a 1DDD81lt•••• I reoall tJw tirat 

time Tlhen I weut. out. in tAe ~t. It. was all so del1ght.tu1. l reeall tbe 
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darb& .and lzrt.~pe with a thrill that 1• allloet. u IIIUeh ••••" and ao on at 

•oa. leng'th. !Nl;y btereeUng aa a a-nt. ot emat.lon, but as to plana, 

oonapitaoie•• dope• Uquor, or s::uggl.lllc • Do\ a •1D!le word1 

•I• Wa all1 Wbl1 tblre nuat be o. mistake" 1 captain B-

"Not here, OaptaS.n. 1 uii\U'e ;you.. !h:l.a 1ea1t one ot thoae 

Sbakeapeai'e-Baooll cipher•• You 111 Get the • ._ at&8'Hr I get it you want \o 

a4eok :t. t. tien' s t.ba olphu" alphabet.. ADd 1 '" alreadJ aaad.ne4 1 t to •• 

:l.t thtr•'• a •••Ill• hidden lnaide t.hie one • a olphft wltbln a oiphU'. 

Jlothing like that, I'• poa1Uw. It meana jut wba"t. it saya, Capta:I.D, aD4 

I '• atrai4 you 1 re on the WI'OD« t.ra11• • 

"-.n, .mat. a let.*Clolm:• be orlecle •shu.oka, let..1a beat. it., 

'n atop the inapeotor' tr• 4olng aCIIet.bin& foolleh • an' cJan&ercnaa. thuaka1 

olcl man. Hope tba DGt. .- wn't be noh a talae alU'Il •• thia 11e 

lletreabe4, I l'etUI'IIN to 1IJ problea • and bepn tor tbe DiM blmclre4 

md nlnet;y•ninth U.. ~ teJ.tnllate tM pr~Ut,;y ot PI&QV being tllll oipher 

equiftlent of EMUY • 

W:l.lliul P. l'r1Kan 114: 


