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Pl'oteasor George E. MoC:racken 
911 25th Street 

·De a Moine a 121 I ova 

De~r Oeorge1 

. Undel' sep&r6te cover I aa lending 7ou the copy of 
ISIS tol' 1our autograph. · 

I have gone through the article again and coapared 
1 t v1 th the original article vbich JOU wrote some 78&1'8 
ago and bad dittoed. Tbe·art1cle aa 1\ appears in ISIS 
is a ver7 great faproveaent on the origin&~, although I 
must say tbat I found. certain ot the too~otea 1n the 
latter rather inter•sting. In particular, I apprec1ated 
the translation• of the Latin v~ch~ ot oourae, you 
could not include in the ISI~ vera1on. 

Your article rem1Dded me that I bad at one time con­
cluded to •ke uae ot the tel"'l "ategaDOsr&Pbr" to a.ppl7 
to vbat ,. nov call the t1el4 ot "open cede" and I Will 
get the !erainolOSJ C~~tee·to do •ametbing On it. 

. . 
On page 218 right atter the th~jig vbich separates 

the to1> section troa the bottoa, there appears a line 
beginning "At the bA&d ot his vork Eircber p1'1nta (2) 
the tollov1ns parapaph •••• 11 Wb&t on earth 1• the •(2)" 
the~e tort Ia it a a1ap~1nt? 

I did not find 70ur deecript1on ot tbe oo'- •J•t .. 
too cle&:r. It •••• to • alao tbat J'OU aigh' ba1'e called 

·attention to the tact tbat t~o.a • ~ecbnic&l JOint ot Yi .. 
· the "decode" section ot lt1l'oher'a coda S.a reallr tM "en· 

code 11 and vice versa, becauae obv1oua1J it 11 onl7 1n the 
Latin list where "encode • and "decode 11 entries are identical 
and., since the vork vaa intended tor polJgr&pb.1c purpoeea • 
the o.rrans•ent ror Latin waa not too eigniticant. Another 
·thine ,-ou 111ght ba"'e aen\1one4 1a that a.tteapta b&ve been 
:made .1n ve'I!"S recent tiaea to do What Kircher att•pted • 
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~eae attapte are exnap11t1ed 1n the Maroon1 InterDational 
Co~, p,at. out a t.-w yeara ago b7 the Marconi 'lelegrapb Co., 

. and 111 the Intern& t1onal Code or S1gnala1 put out bJ the 
International ~eleco.maun1cat1on Union. 

· I am a bit atr&1d that 7ou have given too auch.cred1t 
to old •n Visenel"e on page 22,. I don't th~ that V~gene:r.te 
vas "one or the pe&teat cr)'Ptographere "tho ever 11ved nor 
vae 1 't he ''who tiret 1nt1'odueed tbe basic ide& ot polJ&lpba­
bet1e substitution." !he latter goes back even beyond Porta.~~ 
'Who •ent,1ona 1 t J Albert-i certainly ueed an4 talked about 
polJ&lpbabetic aubst1tut1on. 

X vonde~ whether 7ou bave ever seen Mendelssohn's 
article on V1genere. It ~ou baven•t1 I Y111 be glad to 
ae:nd JOU a reprint v1tb my coapl11.D.en"t;a. 

. . . 
On page 224 in the example ot cipher text, in the right 

· band col\lllln1 the .fourth 1 tea should be "2-'" and not "':5". 
You untortunatelr carried th1a error ove~ fra. the original 
article. I se.v tbat t:ou bad. &l.re&d7 picked up one tJP«)graph-
1cal error on pase 216. vhicb ia a rathe~ unfortunate one. 
I checked ever7 single enc1pherment e~lel 

I, too, ,1ah there were aoae expla.Jl&t1on or tbat ver7 
»eculia~ and not part1cul&r17 amuaing atorr attributed to 
Po1'ta,. vhich you· have Mntioned on page 226., I wonder 
whether a. mol'e careful ee&roh tbl-oush lt1rc~r 'a text Jld.sht 
not give some olu•'l .. 

Pin&llJ~ vitb retere.nce to the •Sic equa,re_ 1t 1a a 
aigbty fOOd thing that the •810 .I!Jqu&Jte 1& ba"ed upon the 
number 34" becauee bad 1t been .. ,,., or "'5" there are lots 
ot people who Yould say tbat 1t retera to Bacon., Por it yOll' 
BUJI the n\11ier1cal valuea ot the letters ot the naae you 
set either '' or ,5, depending upon vbetber th• letter •3• 
1• 1n the no~l sequence or not. It 11 poea1ble tbat & 
searob through •h• Xi~cher book ~ill g1ve aa.e a1gn1t1oanae 
to th• ll'*ber "'4 u. I •a eure 1 t bad a011e. 

· I b&ve, aa 70u •••~ gone over t~ a~t1cle prett7 oare­
tul17 and aoae or 117 o~nta ve probabl7 ot a ll1nor a1s­
n1t1o&D.ce, ;t bav• al.Ma4y told JOU tba t I tb1l:Jk J'OU 414 an 
&daiJI&ble pi•o• ot vork and one Which ia vorthYbile.. I Yill · 
be ver7 glad to bAve rour c~enta on IQ' o~nt.s. 

. . 
With eo~c11f,.l peet1118~ I aa# 

S~cerel7 Jourt, 


