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Dear Admiral Frost:

The Cacbined Folice Telecamumications Service of Viet-Nam has
requested tlai the International Cocperation Aduinistration procure
as "comnoditlies' a numdber of oryptographic deviaes for use -y that
Service. This requast is being referred (o you under the procedures
of COMEEC 2~/2%, slthoush such use of ICA funds may not be considered
conmunication sequrity assistance ss defined in COMBEC 2-/24.

If cryptographic eguipaent ig procured for the government of
viet-Nam, the U. 5. Operatiens Mission in Satzon haes said 1t will
potasly be of Sviss make and sush n0dels as are cummercially avall-
able. The UBOM Salyon has alrealy asked and veen told that no devices
much a8 tbe 4-209 are available fron surplus U. 8. :litary or com-
mereisl sources. USCM Seigon has also pointed out that the Conmbined
Police Teleecrzunicaticns Servioe will provably undertake to procure
this oryptographic egquipment with Viei-Nam funds 1f we do not procure
it for them.

The Internatiomal Cocoperation Administxsiicn has bveen aivised
that United States Govermmsmt policy prohibitas the provision of
eryptographie equiprent for the rotection of internmal comminications
of a foreign sovermment. The ICA posiiiom is not entirely logical.
Trey claim that eryptographic eguipment will not sactually e provided.
However, since ve cannot stop the pwrchase of eryptographic equipment
vith Viet-Hem funds, ICA therefocwe can ses no harnm fn using U. 8.
Government funds for Lhe same purpose.

Your suppcxrt is requested in thls specific mngtter and for future
referenca in ancwering the guestion; should the International
Cooperation Administraticn e pumrmiitad t0o geosure ocryptooraphic
equiprent a8 & comwdity for use by forelgn governmantsi

S8inceraly yours,
/8/
L. W. Parke
Special Assistant to the
Assistant Secretary foxr Administration
Capy to: Bxecuiive Secretary, UBCSH
Vice Admiral L. . Frost, U. 8. Eavy,

Director, National Security Agency,
Fort Georye G. Msade, Maryland
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