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MIBSORANDUM FOR THE SEBCHETARY OF DEFENSE
SURJECT: Report onm William B. Covingtonm (U)

THU: Gensral G. B. Erskine, UR-iRet,
Assistaat to the Secretary of Defense, Special Operations

1. William H. Covington has been employed im cryptologle activities
slmost comtinuously since December 1552, The first three years of ihis
period (Dec '52 to Sept '55) he served as an enlisted radio intercept
operator in the Army HSecurity Agency. The remainder of the period
(Jen ‘96 to June '6l) he bas been employed by KSA as a radio intercept
operator and anelyst of foreign ecomsunicaiions procedures.

2. Mr. Covington's work has required him Lo become skilled in
the methods used by KSA and the cryptologis sgencles to assure intere
ception and ideatification of redio communieatioms. These methods are
norsally classified Becretl and are not considered to be among the
more sensitive of the eryprologic procesaes except as they wpply to
procedures used by foreign sgents. Buch procedures, vwith whioch
Covington was famlliar, are considered more ssnsitive and clerssified
Top Seqret. Covington was not smployed in crypilanalytie work al any
time nor was he pade aware of results achieved in that field.

3. A deteiled repori of she effort to locate Covington will de
submitted separately.
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M/R: Report to General Erskine and SecDEF on W. H. Covington.
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