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lnwtatton to Disaster g T
'I:,he “fact that Sgefetary Acheson Has ' seen ;ﬂt
to call uponi”“che Natlonal Security Council 8% a -
rebuttal witness is’d measure of ‘thé serlous_x_uéss q
with which the _ddmiristration “vlews He“rbe“rt‘
HooVer’s call for 2 “Yetreat from Western Europes N
*(The Security Couneil says such. a"retreat could
lead only to surrender or defeat) s :

Mr. Acheson and thé others have goo reason ;;
.to be deeply concerned with the” Hoovez' speech 13
For it was .an appee.lmg statement—-:a speech B
.which .~was bound o ‘evoke A warm . and“ ena‘ml
“thusiastic reSponse ‘from ‘milliohs of Americans.
But it Was"also a’Speech which may Well have.
contalned within it.the seeds of Bilr own destruc-e
“tion, and gt is” proper, therefore to examine andw
re-exammedt oi L R 4

-When Mr. Hoover sald that he spoke "‘With " 3
‘sense of deep responsibility,” he was Wholry .
sincere. Heé has passed that point in life when
men may be ‘tempted by some ‘hope of personal i’

-advantage, “when partisanship seems” worthwhﬂe .
merely for the sake of parnsa.nshlp.,ln The Star’s
opinion, Mr. Hoover spoke as an American citlzen
whose sole concern in these dark times is to . serve
the bést interests jof his country. Nevertheless,
this newspaper believes that the course whlch the
former President has advocated is a course B
which, if followed ‘at this time, can lead us only
to disaster.. . 2 e

When the speech is boiled down to its essence, N
Mr. Hoover is saylng that we should pull back
from Europe unless the Western Europeans build
for themselves 3 defense capable of turning back
a Russian attack. If anytHimg is certain, it 1§
that Europe, without our vigorous assistance
and support, will never erect such a defense.
And the alternative,“in Mr. Hoover’'s opinion, is
to arm ourselves to the teeth and maintain our
own defense, with the Atlantic and the Pacific
as our outward bastions. -

The first trouble with the advocacy of such
a point of view is that it tends to frighten the
Europeans into doing nothing. ,Without our
help, they cannot and will not fight in any
effective manner, If they do not fight, if they
do not erect what Mr. Hoover calls a “sure dam”
against Communist aggression, the overwhelming
probability is that Russia will take over Western
Europe. What then? )

Mr. Hoover does not advocate that we fight in
such an eventuality, but rather that, while
pursuing our own rearmament we adopt a wait-
and-see policy.' -~ .. -

What we should expect to See is a Russian °
exploitation and devélopment of, the skilled man-
power and the industrial resources of Western .
Europe. Instead of having ’150 Ynilhon people
aligned with us, ey would ‘e, worklng for the
Russians. -- Mf." Hoover says%‘there i5"n6 more
danger that ‘the Russlans could l.nvade Wash-
ington than that we,~wlth hnd armies “ecould
reach Moscow 'I'hat ls uuite'*true But what
about the abﬂxty of Russia, once the’ resources !

. of Westérri Eufope are af. hexﬁﬁgégl W 4atnch ™)
han all-out, vdevastatlng atomlc attack -on this |
bountry”’*‘é that Mr. Hoover ‘says on this point |
is that the’ aﬁcemic bomb 15 & far less dominant |
weapon than Ti#was nee thought to be. Maybe

-s0. But the pro¥pect of living for an indeﬁnlte
future under’ the pnstant dread of _an’ over- i
powerlng atomic at ek 15 not an attractlve one, |
At best it leaves with' the enemy the initiative,
the choles of the time and meads of attack:” And

- at worst, If tmyites thie ] prospect that this country &
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"might he destroyed withou(: aLny gﬂ’ectlve dhance
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2. Mr: Hoover séems 1o thmk t.hat hxs proposal

_offers hope, after the initia] breparation, of re.:

*“duced expenditures, a balanc
ed budget and free<’
{ dom from the dan’gers of inflation and eco'wmlc

Y

} degradation. The star fears that this 1§ the

i Sheerest wishful thitiking We would be faced,

{ for one thing, with loss of our foreign ¢

| That might not be too important, Whiltl mr?gi

X ! portant is that, as the Russians increased thei
military | strength after the e r
Europe, we would have to ;’i‘i‘;ﬂ of Western
;voekld never reach the point wheresiveo?oixld ‘Z:

ack and say that we

| do not need more anda;%::;: Ivvge:;lgggh ;nhaw
we would have to live Indefinitely in y
::mp, and that, even without actual wﬂn and,
fm’e I‘I’;’r 1::&’;1'09:1-1 caégtéel ;1(1); ggz;cfregradatiﬁn
against which Mr. Hoover warn-:b.c

Mr Hoover cautions in elog; “ terms ezg:f;;i

appeasement. But that whlé}l/e,l’rows ent, of
ally would be the greatest ~ f appeasem ' of
all. It is true that i wébern Burope dﬁi?ense
take every possible step-0 Insure its ovmthe e
We probably will hawe to fall back to St
which Mr. Hoover, wants us to occupy.- ;;leat
would be & ghastly mistake 0 beat such retr
unless_and pntil it becomes clearly mecessary.
The sensivle, thing for us to do is to try by
every.feasme meall§ 1o encourage and help the

- Europeans to stand up to the common enemy.
If they refuse to do that, then we must fall
back. But let us not abandon this battle until we
have really tried to fight it. -

Many of the people who respond favorably to
Mr. Hoover’s counsel are also admirers of General
_ MacArthur. Perhaps this.is a good time to recall
some advice that he has given.

More than.a decade ago, w¥en anot.her ruthless
enemy threatened the civilized world, General
MacArthur wrote to a friend: “The history of
_ falure in war can almost be summed up in two
" words: Too Late. Too late in comprehending
_.the deadly purpose of a potential enemy; too late

. in realizing the mortal danger; too Jate in pre-
* paredness; too late in uniting all possible forces
. for resistance; too late In standlng with one’s

. friends. »
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_That is the advlce of one oi our ablest milltary

E commanders So let us not.be. too quick to
} abandon’ our friends and prospectlve allles
: favor of standing a.lone. P "."'w
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