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IEMOIWIDUM THRU TECHNICAL Dl RECTOR, OFFICE OF RESEARCH A.ND DEVELOPMENT 

FORa THE CHIEF, OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

SUBJECT. JAG (Army) Conference Relative to Inventions of William F. 
Friedman 

1, Unti.J. January, 1950, the rights of Government-employed 
inventors in their inventions - as opposed to the rights of the 
Government - •ere fixed in genera! by custom and judicial decision. 
Although a tew governmental organizations had special (more restric­
tive) policies, notab~ the Department of Agriculture and the 
National Bureau of Standards, the general rule was that the 
Government took tree licenses to practice the inventions made by its 
employees, ana the inventors retained title and commercial rights 
therein. 

2. While in the utfice o£ the Chief Signal Officer, the patent 
policy of Which was the general rule above-mentioned, several inven­
tions were made by Mr. WillJ.U F. Friedman (either solel¥ or in col­
laboration with others). The most significant of thaso were embodied 
in equip~enta known as SIGABA, SIGCUM, and SIGFOY. These inventions 
(with others by the same and other inventors) were considered clas­
sified to a degree Which would not perm1t the issue of patents, and 
the result was that domestic and foreign commercial promotion became 
impossible. 

3. Mr. Friedman has long felt that this situation discriminated 
unfair~ against inventors ot or,rptologic and other hig~-claso1fied 
equipment and has made several attempts to modity it and to have one 
or his applications (SIGCUY) declassified so that a patent might is-
sue. He has not so far been successful although the Director ot Intelli­
gence naB tL~e~ a position generally favorable to SUCh 
Government inventors (see Inclosure l). 

4. It was with this general background that the JAG (Department 
of the Army) called a meeting on 8 June 1950J the purpose was to con­
aider the possibilities or compensating Mr. Frie~an £or loss or com­
mercial rights, domestic and foreign, suffered as a result or the 
claasitication or his inventions. 

SECRET 
.... 



... ... • 
Sa ~-t .... t 

nr. ~ ) . :rep:oesen~ *•, ~ 
Ml'. P&tuler · ~ 
YajOl" &11th o.t ~teU;lg•noe Di-t1eicm 
Mejor Mills · .ot tbe ottJ.oe or the JUdge. A.dvodate Geneftl 
Mr. Galleher . ~ . · · 
Mr. staurter ) ot the Amed Force$ ~eo~1t:1. Age~ · · · :: =• ) .or \bit om. ot tbt o~ s~ om.v~ 

· 6. ro~ a brl.t ecceunt bt"Uajw !Iilli or r.rr. ~~~ 
ld.Utuy rmd QiV111an. •1"Yf.cs•.;·· th& meeting "*' tttrrled ·Oftt' to Mr. 
n.cher· who ~tel.T d!H1SS.III4 tor ur. ~ a:t1 1ntentic ot 
pres.eout!n8 .-n.r ,torwNLt stlit ~ the ~nt tor ~Uon 
~ ~~ re~ul.ttng b'Om the tH&t.ent of tUl7 ot h1a ~tenta atd · 
applJ.cattQu. In brief, M aake4 that u •ttempt be made to obtaiu 
t.twe.tuand ·~ by. tbl. Do~nt ot Dete:nae ot • private bUl 
tor •pecal. ~t1on). he Jletlt1tmed two ~ente or ~ • 
pnvate bill, l!Ulel,JJ OWt telat!ng to WUfll (Na.yt Department), 19)5~ 
an<i the other tel4ting to QalbriUA PJ1ctst!tU (~ DepartMntJ • 1937. 

. 7. . J4&jor Ml11a ... .--er"'ltn whether the De~nt or the A'ftf!f 
or the Deplrtment or Dof'enae COUld, with rropr!ety, ~t tteeli' 1n 
adva%1ce in &tuch a ma:~ t · but sugceated that Mr. Fiaoher rrupp]3 tor 
atudt a draft Qt a propond biUj a brier in~ ot the deaire4 
-.ct1on, and ~:mplett c1tat1Jmc tor. the no precedel)tJ Clbove-100ioatedt~ 

8. Mr. Fischer Sel"f'ed to eupp~ the requested dce1lllellt8 witbln 
a~te~ two flOW, and the meeting was clc9<! • 

1n.1 
c, ..... 29 ·~ 46 .ql 
OWOlub; ACS/0-2 . 

eep,~, 

Cb:at I USA.·l4 

. l)f;J. 
~ B. S1'AUP1'Ell 
Chiet; AF&~-o3AS: 


