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\I u Lll 4, 1 11J5 -Cmmmth tl to till Connmtf.(.'t uf tht. Whult Ho1111t. und nrden.d 
tu lw pr1ntt d 

\II '-\1 o\Ub, from thr ('onumttr£' on Nnvnl Alfmr-., <~uhnuttl'd the.> 
follm\ mg 

HE PORT 
[ ( () IL(( llliiJIIII\ H H 55b4) 

Tht• ('umnntt.t•t> on Nnvnl Affan"Jo-, to \\horn \\11"1 lt'hlrt•d tht> btU 
Cll H iih4) fm tht rdu•f ,,f C 1pt Hu ... -.<>ll \\ 1ll..,nn, llmtrd '-\tuh•.., 
::\ u \ \, h1l\ m~ c on..,ult•zt>tl the• ..,nmt•, rt•port 1t tn t lw llou..,t• \\ 1th the 
rc c nuuuc•mlntwn thnt 1t cln p ,..,.., 

The JHil peNt' of tht• pwpn..,e•cl lc·~l..,[ntum 1.., tn gl\ c• ('npt Ru ... <~l'll 
\\ 11l-.on, l mtc•cl ~tntt'.., i\11\ \,"'I 3,000 111 full -.e•ttlC'rnrnt tor 11 t rrtnm 
lll\ t•ntwn nf Ju.., u ... c•d m t omu t tlnn '' 1th the st•t 1-ct c ommunu ntum 
feu ll1l1e.., nf tlw 1\ II\\ 

Thr ' 1l11l' to tht> l\ 11\ \ unci t.o thr Go\•t>rnml'nt of tlll'~ ln\ l'ntlon 
t llllnot ht> lllt'll"'lllt'cl m dul111..., and c c•nt., It ... \ nlut• to thl' Gcwrrn
ll't'Jlt nun ht• Jndg-t•cl l>\ tlw fnt t thnt 1t \\ u ... ll"'l'd durmg the \\·orld 
\\.111 m 1ll ch .. pntc hc•.., be t\H'< n thr ~ 1\ \ J)('purtmt•nt lliUI nu\ ul ht>nd
<tll trh'll> m London, mc ludm~ thn .. l' c em< c•uun~ mo\ l'mc•nt~ of tzaub
pm t ... , \\ lu H' 1t... ... ,., H'< ' pwtl•c tl•d t hnu-.nruito of II\ t'<~ nnd nulhon~ of 
dollu ... \\ nrt h of prnpl'l h 

Bt•mc: ol\\ llll' of ( ompurutl\ l' ('11 ..... \Hth \\huh ( onficlc•nllnlnnd ... l'lH't 
nlt' .. ..,l~<''~ \\('rt' mtc•Ht>ptt>d nnd dt>1 odt>d II\ tmnuthmuc•d pc•z..,nn ... , 
Cc1ptnm \YdJ..,on IU!lcN\t'd und Jll'rrt'dt•d t}u .. Ul\l'nlum \\lnl1• nnat. 
tour or "'"11 clnh m lfllb For C'nptum \\"111 .. ,,1 to h IH' pnh•ntc•d thtb 
10\t'ntwn \\ould hi\(' dt•-.trtl\('d 1t ... u-.t>ful.t•-. ... m thnt 1t \\nuld thl'n 
hn\£' hc•c•n opl'n to pnhhc 1Il"'P' rtwn, m-.tc ud, ht' ~ll\l' 1t to thr r\11\ \ 

I hl' l'fhllt'll('\ of thl.' clt'\lt"l' m n he• molt' fulh nppr('outrd fwm n. 
.;;t 1 tl'nH nt m uft• ht•fm c• t he• c ommntl•t• ch• 'lg thl' hc• 1r111~ on thlb 
lnil "huh 1~ qnotl'd 1.., follcm ... 

1u\\'lld thl' 0111 or tl (' \\urlcl \\nr \ thtop~tl'lt from '\ chplunuhc nltl'llt Ill 
Cupo1h lh<'ll rl'pnrtul th \t cnp1<'8 uf \11 <'ahlcs \\Ut n..1chmg Buhn \Ud all \\l'rl 
bem~: dt oplu rt•d t '\CL'Jlt tl n .. t 111 1\ n \ CIJ11tcr 

Thl ... hdl plO\ uil''l fm lon~-dc•ht\ l'd ('• m,>l'll"'ltlon rm ll dt'\ lC'l' \\ luC'h 
dmmg thl' ""mld \\"u \\,1., ll.l' hn"'l"' uf thl' !\n\).., S)Stt'm of .,l'C'rt't l~ 
CO Jll Ill II 'llC'II tlOllb 



c~-

_.----.. 
i I .& •• , t+=...._...,w...£. _......,...__......__, 

c c 

2 CAPT Rl.:'SSELL WILLSON 

The Xa,·y Department fa\·ors tlus proposed leg~slntlon o.s 1s mdl
cated by the letter of the Secretary of the N o.vy to the Speaker of 
the House of Representntn·es v.ruch 1s hereby made a part of th1s 
report 

NAVY DEPARTU:E'Io"T, 
JJ aahmgton, February 4, 1985 

The SPEA:&:.ER OF THE Hot:'sE OF REPRESE,TATIVEs, 
ll ashzngton, D C 

1\IT DEAR MR SPE 4.:&ER There 1s transmitted here\uth a draft of a proposed 
bill. for the relief of Capt Russell \\illson, Umted States Na.\) The proposed 
legislation pro' Ides that the Secretar\ of the Trea.sur) IS authorized and directed 
to pav Capt RuBSell WJ!Ison, Umted States 1\a\', out of any money 1n the 
Trea.sur) not othenuse appropnated, the sum of $15,000 1n full settlement for a 
certain 1m entlon of h1s used m connection \\ 1th the secret communication facilities 
of the Xa\v 

Captam "\\"Illson \\bile ser\mg at sea 1n 1916 conce1\ed and designed th1s m
\ention relating to the secrec\ of na\al commumcatlons, and de\ eloped It 1n 1917 
"Ithout suggestions, 1dea.s, or help from an\ other person at an) time He sub
mitted the unent1on to the Xa\\ Department \\hlch accepted 1t m 1917 The 
ln\entlon has been used b' the Xa\v contmuoush smce that t1me For reasons 
of pubhc pohc\, 1t bas ne\er been patented Captam Willson has not many "a', 
d1recth or md1recth, recel\ ed an' compensation for his work m producmg th1s 
1n\ent1on, nor for Its use b' the Na'' during and smce the Y.ar 

The sum of 815,000, "h1ch the Na'' Department hebe' es should be appro
priated, 1s modest m comparison 111th the lalue of the mvent10n to the Go\ern
ment dunng the \\orld \\ar and durmg the 16 )eals thereafter that 1t has been 
1n contmuous use 

The Na\) Department recommends that the proposed legislation be enacted 
Sincerel;> ) ours, 

CLAUDE A Sw.u.so"'' 
0 


