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%10 Second Street, 8.E.

Washingtem 8, D.C. ;
5 August 1955
Mitor i
Scientific Ameriean .
£ West M5th Street
New York 36, Nevw York )
Dear Bir;
T bave three things in mind about which to write you.
Hrst, T would 1ike to eonpliment you and yowr staff on the b
@Gellence of the issue for August 1955. Both my vife and T vesd .
a8t enjoyed prastically every artiecls in it. -\

Second, I want to thank whoever took sueh prompt sare of my
sQuiit for a replacement of the May 1955 issue which was lost
in tyansit by the Fost Office Departmeant.

Third, ¥ thought you might be interested in the
extract vhich appears as the first of the Preface to The
Golden Age of Patents: A Parody on Y Tnventiveness by Wallace
w, published in New York by Frederiok A. Stokes and Brother {n

"Patents ware doubtless unknown in prebistorie times, :
for we have good reason to supposs that the first wes not y
i1ssued until the mediseval era of Gonzago the Bald, vhen |
Tvan Wayoffski, a Russian inventor, chtained s caveat on a -
"noewe devyse for conbynge ye lokkes' (s plan for vhat is |
86% known ss parting the hmir).” ‘

Very truly yours,

WILLIAM ¥, FRIEDMAN
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