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310 Hecond Btreet, 8,E.
Washington 3, D.C.

10 August 1955

Professor CGeorge E. MeCracken
o717 Twenlty-~fifth Street
Des Moines, Towa

Desar Ceorget

Yesterday I had s telephone call from John Coddington, which I
understood was generated by your fear that all is not well with me since
you've had no answer to your lstter of 26 June., However, I hasten to
assure you that I sm getting along quite well and have made lots of
progress. It would be more rapid, of course, if ve had some beotter
weather s0 that I could do more walking sbout out-doors, dut I hardly
need to tell you that we bave been having a pretty bad time of it this
summey Just as no doudt you bave, Youwr letter has gone mmanswered for
a long time and I extend my apologiess you will understand that the weather
was perhaps the biggest factor in the delay.

The news of interest to you will, of course, be that it vas deemed
best that I retire from active Civil Bervice and this became effective
on 1 August. Howaver, this does not mean s complete or sudden break
in my long-standing official relationship with my Agencyjs I am going to
continue on & contractual basis which will ensble me to work at hone at
my own pace and on things vhich will interest me very much.

I note vhat you have written with regard to the Italian archives
and, frankly, the paleographic diffieulties are what have loomed large
in Mras. Friedman horieon snd this long before you wrote. But I 414 not
and still do not worry about this too much; and, moreover, at the moment
we have to besr in mind that it will be sometime yet before I will be
able to travel abroad again, In the meantime, perhaps, I can do = bit
of stulying along necessary lines to prepare myself to become an amateur
yalsographer.

Your very courteous offer to write suitable letters of introduction
is very wunh appreciated and I hopa to take you up on that, say in about a
year from now.

Your request for a copy of the citation in connection with Mra.
Friedman's honorsyy degree can not be met for the simple reason that
she naver received a copy of the actual eitation as it was presemted
tefore the audience at the graduation exerciwes of Hillsdale College
in 1938. I 4megine that she would hesitate to write for 1t now but
there is no reason why, if you wish to 4o 8o, you could not write and
ask, although it is doubtful whether they have it in their £iles novw,
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Of course, there was no security problem at all in her case because, in
the first place,; she worked in the Treasury Departwent at that time and,
in the second place, thare were no national security aspects involved.
Your statement that you weres "not weing curious™ wakes ms curious with
Mipect to what sort of ingtitutions you have in mind that might be
fnterested in my case. I think my alma mater would have found me worthy
= but Cornell does not and naver has conferred any honorary degrees.

o ¢losing I want to tell you how much I appreciated the last para~
graph of your letter in which you have some very nice words to say adbout
oy scientific attainments. I, too, reociprocate by saying to you now,
that I have great admirstion for your scholarship and literary sbility.

The latter statement reminds me to telli you that a week from now
we are to have a conference st our home with the New York representative
of the Casbridge University Press. We bave considerable condensation to
do and Y think they will pudblish owr manuseript vhen we have completed
that sort of revising.

With regard to the private Hill - it passed the Houss, as g:u
remenber, but it got stuck in the Senate because Mr. O'Mehoney, Chalrman

of the Committee having the House bill to consider, Just couldn't seem

to find the tims to call a meeting of his Committee. Bo now all we can do
i wait until January, when Congress reassenbles for the second session,
However, no new bill has to be introduced, nor does the present one have
to be reintroduced. And it may well be that the Comaittee will hold
meatings during this recessj 1f s0, and 4f it should report favorably, I
think the Senate would pass 1t sarly in ¥Yebruary. Iet's bope sol

I am returning herewith a nice alipping vhich I'm sure your faxily
will wvant to retain, even 1f you don't,

Flease write me sotn sbout yourself and how yowr literary projects
are coming along.

With vexy best regaxds to you, I am
Bimar‘l" >

WILLIAM F. FRIEDMAN
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