10 August 1955

Mr, Giles Greville EHealey
Big 8ur, California

Deay Mr. Healey:

A couple of days ago the Carnegie pemphlet and the reproductions
of the ymintings at Bonampak arrived, We think the paintings are strik-
ingly beautiful. T am going to try to axrange to frame them because
they sare extremely decorative and should be hung vhere my friends, too,
can enjoy seeing them. I thank you for remevbering we and hope you will
accept my check, herewith enclosed, to cover the cost. I've alresdy
read the pamphlet and got & lot out of it. ¥hy d1dn’t Carnegie show
autborship of the thing?! Di& you write itt
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The book you wvere trying to rectall when writing your letter of
28 July iss

Yardley, Herbert 0., The American Black Chamber.,
Indifiapolist 'The Bobbs = Nerrill Company, 1931.

You will have difficulty in buying a copy becauses the book ean not be
reprinted in this country. The Goveranment passed a specinl sct that
prevents {t - the only case I know of in our history. Bowever, you
could get a copy from England either under the same title, put out by
Faber and Fsber Ltd,, 24 Russell Square, London WC 1, or you sould buy
exactly the same book from that same publisher under the title Secret
Service in Americai The American Black Charber. The last-name tion
apperently wes put out under that titie in 19%0 but all three books were
printed from the game pistes.

In this country the American edition of 1931, when any copy is
ayailsble, is sold more of less "under the counter” and you would have
to pey somewhere in the neighborhood of eight to ten dollsrs for a copy,
vhereas the British edition can yrobably be bought for two o three
dollars.

I 40 not recall whather you ever told me the significance of the
Mays hieroglyphs vhich you bave assenblad on your letierhead. I see
that they are dates, preceded by the sign for initial series. But what
fates mre they? I'm avfully rusty on my calendical lore now! In this
connection 414 I ever send you a copy of our book piate which vas done
for us by the late Professor Gates of Johus Hopkins? Y entlose a ¢
and am glad to say that it &s quite effectlve in seeing t0 It that
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friends vho torrow books from me return them, (I vill admit that ny
writing down on & charge cex who borrowed what and vhen helps s lotl)

I entlone s copy of a letter which I wrote months ago to the United
Fruit Company. I never heard from them, not even receliving an acknowledg~
mént of receipt of my letter. Do you know this book? If so, do you
suppode I could get a ecopy and do you know how much it would ecost?

While I'm on this subject; I want to add that my Interest in Mays
weiting ¢s, of course, oha of many years' standing. PFerbaps ths time
s now arrived when I can do something about sattempting to read the
non-~éalendrical hieroglyphs, for as & consequence of two corooary oc-
¢luiions, ons in April, and the other in June, it bas been deemed best
for me to retire from active office affairs, However, I bave lots of
sabition left yet <= and many things to oce me, Tha Maye writing is
high vp on my list., Do you suppose United t might be interested
in supporting a modest project in which I could devote time and stuly
4o & real attempt to solve the riddle?! I've bad over 35 vesrs' exper-
{ence as & governmental cryptanalyst and that should make & good foundation
for the work. Flease let me know vhat you think I should do in this
connection, Bhould I write United myself, or do you know somebody high
W you ¢culd interest in my behalf?
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Thguking you again and with cortial greetings, I am
Sl.ncerely,
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